


ABOUT THIS CATALOG:

We have tried to make

this catalog as comprehen-
sive and factual as possible.
And, we hope you find it
helpful. However, since the
time of printing, some of the
information you'll find here
may have been updated.
Your dealer has details and,

before ordering, you should
ask him to bring you
up-to-date.

The right is reserved to
make changes at any time,
without notice, in prices,
colors, materials, equipment,
specifications and models,
and to discontinue models.

A WORD ABOUT OPTIONS!

Some of the equipment
shownordescribedthrough-
out this catalog is avail-

able at extra cost. Check
with your Buick dealer for
complete information.

A WORD ABOUT ENGINES:

These Buicks are equipped
with GM-built engines pro-

duced by various divisions.
See your dealer for details.
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Imagine, if you will, a car.

Not simply a new car; mind
you. But a car that reflects
much of the latest automotiy
thinking

Imagine a luxury car, with elegant,
even arrogant, formal lines
and impeccable interior
trappings

Imagine a personal car that lists,
among its available accoutre-
ments, an onboard computer
that communicates with the
driver via digital telemetry.
(Available after January 15,
1979)

Imagine a road car with fully
independent front and rear
suspension, and road
manners to match.

Imagine a car that veritably brims with
innovation: with front-wheel
drive, torsion bar front sus-
pension, and a V-8 or a turbo
charged V-6 engine.

Then, if you will, imagine all
this and more, in one car,
that you can order right now at
your Buick dealer.

Imagine the 1979 Riviera.
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Look closely at the anatomy of
the new Riviera. You will
quickly learn that it contains a
remarkable amount of tech:
nological prowess

The drivetrain features
front-wheel drive. Which
means, the wheels that do the
steering, also do the driving
Engine weight is over the
driving wheels, which in turn
makes the Riviera particularly
well-suited to driving in the
snow or wet

Springing is handled by
torsion bars upfront and coil
springs in the rear. Take it
from us, the resultant ride is
very smooth

Power, depending on
which model you order, is
supplied by a 57 litre (350
CID) V-8 or a special dressed
up version of the Turbo-
charged 3.8 litre (231 CID)
4-bbl. V-6 power-plant. Special

not only in its dressed-up
appearance, but in the way it
powers the Riviera with front
wheel drive. As timely and
up-to-date as the Riviera itself
Without going into detail
the Turbocharged engine uses
the energy of its own exhaust
to help supply extra horse
power when you need it. And
when you don't need it, the
turbocharger coasts, and the
engine behaves like the
conventional V-6 powerplant
it basically is. It's a little like
having your cake and eating

it too. The turbo places
your Riviera S TYPE in the
unigue position of being the
only turbocharged V-6 front-
wheel-drive car built in
America. Which, if we do say
S0 ourselves, is no small
accomplishment

With all the attention that's
been lavished on the front half
of Riviera's chassis, you might
be inclined to wonder what
wizardry we worked with the
rear half

Riviera uses a fully inde-
pendent rear suspension, a
feature that up till now has
been the exclusive province
of cars like Corvette, Porsche
and Mercedes-Benz

It means that one rear
wheel can take a bump
independent of the other rear
wheel. On rough surfaces
particularly in turns, that
means a smooth ride

And, in the interest of
cornering flatness, a hefty rear
stabilizer bar is also standard
equipment. Disc brakes,
which are standard in front,

are also available in the rear.
One final point worth
mentioning here is that,
despite all of its new features,
the Riviera still uses separate
body and frame construction
just like the former Rivieras
With it, the driver and passen-
gers are contained in one
unit—the body. While the ma-
chinery that does the work of

propelling the car and absorb-

ing the bumps, are connected
to another unit—the frame,
Thus isolated, vibration and
road noise are trapped, and
effectively reduced, before
they can reach the passenger
compartment

And make no mistake
about it, we would not have
considered Riviera complete if
we failed to endow it with the
sense of quiet and aplomb
people come to expect of a
Buick
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No doubt about it, one of

the real pleasures of owning

a Riviera is getting inside it
Among the conveniences

it places at your disposal are a

Delco AM-FM stereo radio,

power antenna, six-way
power driver seating, power
windows, automatic transmis-
sion, power brakes, a digital
clock, air conditioning, Soft-
Ray tinted glass, cornering
lights, power steering,

and automatic level control—
all as standard equipment

Not only is the seating
comfortable, the choice of
fabrics or available leather in
the seating area, colors, sew
patterns and seat configur-
ations is enough to please the
most demanding, aesthetic
tastes

If your idea of a Riviera
is that of a no-holds-barred,
all-out luxury car, we can
accommodate you. Opulent
45/55 seating, featuring rich,
velour or vinyl upholstery
and a folding center armrest,
is standard. Extra cost leather
in the seating area is also
available for an added lux-
urious touch

And while we're on the
subject of luxury, you might
also give some thought to
ordering the available auto-
matic air conditioning system

On the other hand, if
you lean toward the sport side,
we'd suggest the S TYPE with

bucket seats, which are new
this year, and offered in vinyl
or cloth. Leather upholstery in
the seating area is available
at extra cost.

On the subject of sport-

iness versus luxury, you'll also
be interested to know that
when you order an S TYPE
Riviera, the instrument panel
is timmed in an appropriate
black motif, and a storage
console is included. Rivieras

~—

with-45/55 seating get a stately
simulated wood-trimmed
effect

We'll have more to say
about the two rather distinct

AN

aspects of Riviera's personality
on the next several pages.
Suffice it to say here that the
inside of a Riviera—any Riviera—
is one fine place to pass the
miles in



‘Developi
optons

We mentioned earlier how
Riviera can become anything
from an all-business road car
to a sumptuous, boulevardier,
depending upon the way you
option it out.

Mind now, we're not talk-
ing about mere cosmetics
here. What we're talking about
are two very distinct personal-
ities, two entirely different
modes of behavior, two sep-
arate kinds of charisma,
both of which reside beneath
the Riviera nameplate. And,
whether you choose to
develop one personality or the
other, the type of Riviera that
emerges will be the direct pro-
duct of the fabrics, colors,
and options that you select. We
urge you to give the matter
careful thought before you buy.

its personality with
features.

The Riviera

Frankly, we think many
people will opt for this version,
because luxury really is some-
thing of a Buick forte

You start by specifying the
Riviera Coupe with its stan-
dard 57 litre (350 CID) V-8
From there, consider roof
treatments. In keeping with the
luxury motif, there is an avail-

able padded Landau

top with coach lamps

in the roof pillars. While
you're at it, how about an
electric sunroof or glass
Astroroof? Both are Riviera
options. (Bear in mind the fact
that these options do reduce
head room slightly.)

Inside, you'll find the afore-
mentioned 45/55
front seats with velour
cloth or vinyl uphol-
stery. A six-way power
driver's seat is, of
course, standard. Y
may want to specify
the available power
passenger and or dri-
ver seatback recliner.

Furthering the
subject of driver as-
sists, let us also

available tilt and telescoping
steering column and electric
ally adjustable rearview
mirrors. For a final touch, add
illuminated door locks with
interior light control. And if you
like, delete the standard Delco
AM-FM stereo radio, and
specify one of the eight avail-
able Delco sound systems
New for 1979 are electronic-
ally tuned (ETR) radios avail-
able in four versions, each

with digital readout and signal-
seeking feature. The steering
wheel in your Riviera
will be the deluxe
version with simulated
woodgrain trim to
match the instrument
panel

Super
deluxe
wheel
covers are
standard, and custom wire
wheel covers are available for
additional dressing up.

The STYPE

This, of course, isthe other
side of Riviera.

To create it, you simply
specify the Riviera S TYPE with
its standard, turbocharged V-6

powerplant.
In addition to S

all the other Riviera chassis
features, you get the following
special equipment:

Firmer rate front torsion bars.
Firmer rate rear springs.
Firmer shock absorbers, front
and rear.
Larger diameter stabilizer
bars, front and rear.

Fast-ratio power steering.

~4! Ordering the S TYPE
1 also gets you a special
interior, which features
\ the following:

Bucket seats and
center storage
console.
A choice of cloth,
vinyl, or extra-cost
leather (in the
seating areas)
upholstery.
Brushed black instru-
ment panel trim.
Sport steering wheel with
T-shaped center section and
padded rim.

The S TYPE also has
certain exterior features
that set it apart. These are
Flat black trim around the
windows and on the rocker
panel and grille.
Streamlined sport mirrors.

Designers’ Sport wheel covers.

Amber front parking lights.
The result is a real hybrid,
a sumptuous, but definitely
American-inspired road car
that looks, acts and feels the
part. In addition to the basic
S TYPE Riviera,
however,
there are
certain other
options to
consider.
For your
enjoyment,
there is an

available
sunroof
or-Astro-
roof
(head
room may
be reduced
slightly with
these options.)
Sound systems can be
important to any car buyer;
and here, you'll be glad to know,
Riviera offers no less than
nine different systems, engi-

neered by Delco. Everything
from the standard AM-FM
stereo radio to a stereo radio
that electronically seeks out
the strongest stations with a
tape deck and 40-channel CB.
T oS o et S N

Well, there you have it:
two entirely different kinds of
Riviera, for two entirely differ-
ent sets of values.

The choice, enviably,
is yours




‘Riviera Buyer's Guide.

Available Models

Riviera
Riviera S TYPE

Dimensions mm (inches)

Wheelbase
Tread, front

Tread, rear
Length
Width
Helght

Front Interior:

Head room
Leg room
Shoulder room
Hip room

Rear Interior

Leg room
Shoulder room

Hip room

Trunk capacity, litres (cu. ft.)

962 (37.9)
1,088 (42.8)
1,434 (56.5)
1,363 (53.7)

962 (37.9)
1,001 (39.4)
1,420 (55.9)
1,245 (49.0)
482 (17.0)

Powerteams

Standard Riviera engine
Available Riviera engine
ard S TYPE engine
ble S TYPE engine

Standard transmission (both models)

5.7 litre (350 CID) 4-bbl. V-8
3.8 litre (231 CID) 4-bbl. Turbo V-6

3.8 litre (231 CID) 4-bbl. Turbo V-6
5.7 litre (350 CID) 4-bbl. V-8

automatic

These Rivieras are equipped with GM-bullt engines produced
by various divisions. See your dealer for details

Standard Equipment

Engine

B High-Energy Ignition

| Delco Freedom Battery

W Semi-closed cooling system

Chassis

B Power steering (fast-ratio on
S TYPE)

| Power front disc/rear drum
brakes

® Front torsion bars, rear coil
springs

W Front-wheel drive

& Full-perimeter frame

W Four-wheel independent
suspension

W Automatic level control

@ Rallye ride-and-handling
suspension (S TYPE)

B Steel-belted, radial-ply white
wall P205/75R-15 tires (wide:
oval narrow white stripe GR70
15 on S TYPE). Difficulty may be
encountered using tire chains on
the front wheels with this tire. See
your Buick Dealer.

@ Stowaway spare tire

8 Front and rear stabilizer bars

Comfort and Convenience
| Cloth or vinyl 45/55 notchback

seats (NA.on S TYPE)

= Cloth or vinyl bucket seats
(STYPE)

W 6-way power seat—driver’s side
| Door courtesy and warning
lights

& Custom color-coordinated seat
and shoulder belts with dual
retractors

@ Inertia front seatback locks

@ Storage console (S TYPE)

8 Side-window defroster outlets
® Quartz-crystal-controlled digital
clock (not offered when electri-
cally tuned radio is ordered)

| Soft-Ray tinted glass

W Power windows

W AM-FM stereo radio

@ Automatic power antenna

W Electric door locks

W\ Air conditioner

| Trip odometer

B Remote-control, outside.
chrome left- and right-hand side
rearview mirrors (N.A. on

S TYPE)

& Remote-control, outside, left
and right-hand side sport mirrors
(S TYPE)

| Cornering lights

W Lights: front ashtray, trunk,
courtesy, glove compartment
dome reading

W Litter pocket

Appearance and Protection
u D steering wheel (N.A. on

teering wheel (S TYPE)
er protective strips —front

@ Super deluxe wheel covers
(NA.onS TYP

@ Designers' Sport wheel covers
(S TYPE

@ Extensive anti-corrosion mea
sures (including plastic frontinner
fenders)

@ Front bumper guards

B Black moldings and outside
trim (S TYPE)

@ Amber front park and turn
signal lenses (S TYPE

& Simulated wood-grain-trimmed
instrument panel (black trimmed
on S TYPE)

B Inside hood lock release

Available Equipment

Engine
[ Heavy-duty battery

] Heavy-duty engine and
transmission cooling
[J 80-amp Delcotron generator
(with V-8 engine)

High-altitude engine package
(available and recommended for
high-altitude operation with
V-8 engine)

California assembly line
emission testing (required in
California

Chassis

Four-wheel disc brakes
O Firm ride-and-handling
package (N.A.on S TYPE)

Interior

Leather with vinyl 45/55 notch-

back seats (N.A, on S TYPE

Leather with vinyl bucket seats

S TYPE

6-way power seat —passenger
side

Frontdriver and/or passenger
seatback recliner, power
(manual on S TYPE

Carpet savers and handi-mats
with carpet inserts
[J Trunk trim covering

Comfort and Convenience
Automatic air conditioner
Cruise-Master speed control
Tilt steenng column
Tilt and telescoping steering
column (N.A. on S TYPE
Automatic electric door locks
Electric trunk release
Electric trunk lock
Headlamps on” indicator
Fuel usage light
Front and rear light monitors
Rear-quarter courtesy and
reading lamps
ric rear-window defogger

3-speed windshield wiper
with low-speed delay feature

Low fuel indicator

Electric fuel cap lock

Trip monitor/digital readout
information center (available

after January 15, 1979)

) lluminated door lock with
interior light control
Electric, remote-controlled
outside, chrome or thermometer
(left-hand side only) rearview
mirrors (N.A. on S TYPE)
] ETR AM-FM stereo radio with
digital readout and clock
| 8-track tape player with
AM-FM stereo radio
[J 8-track tape player and ETR
AM-FM stereo signal-seeking
radio with digital readout and
clock
[ Cassette tape player and
AM-FM stereo radio
CB and AM-FM stereo radio
with Triband power antenna
CB and ETR AM-FM signal
seeking radio with digital clock
and Triband power antenna
[ CB, 8-track tape player
and AM-FM stereo radio with
Triband power antenna
CB, 8-track tape player with
ETR AM-FM stereo signal-seeking
radio with digital clock and Trr
band power antenna
0 Automatic Triband antenna

Appearance and Protection
O Designers’ Accent Paint
treatment (N.A. on S TYPE)
[ Rear bumper guards

Protective body-side
moldings (available in seven
colors)

Door-edge guards

Lighted coach lamps (included
with vinyl tops)

Theft-deterrent system

Long vinyl top with coach
lamps
[J Heavily padded Landau top
with coach lamps (N.A. on
S TYPE)

Sunroof—electric operation*
O Silver, gold, shadow-light
green or rose Astroroof —electric
operation*

White, black, blue, gold or red
body-side stripes

1 Custom wire wheel covers

*Head room is reduced slightly
with this option
N A —Not Available

It was quite a
scene there at the
Buick dealership
The salesman was
carefully pointing
out all the
engineering and
design features.
And you, eyes
glazed over, ears
oblivious to his
words, enraptured
by the Regal's
looks. Well, since
you no doubt
missed most of
what was said

in the showroom,
we'll tell you

the whole story
again in this
catalog. Because
as we said, it
doesn't just look
sophisticated
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Adding to it all are stan-
dard front brakes |
steel-belted, radial-|
ply tires
: - Buick Regal
Get in. Look ant. Roomy. Sophis-
o around. A wide sweep of ticated. A personal, mid-size
simulated wood-grain gr car. But when you look at
0ss the dash. Instru- the price, it's a lot less than
M ments are set in big, easily you'd ever expect
monitored squares. In the
center, there’s a large simula-
ain control panel
ating/ventilation
tems.
{ Beside you, there are
— large expanses of glass
| TN = Convenient door-pull
straps. At your feet, there is
it-pile carpeti

your whim, is either a cloth or
vinyl notchba t,or avail

able 55/45
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Inside
theRegal.

As is only right, even in
standard street dress, Regal is
a pretty sumptuous place to
be. As we've mentioned
previously, you can choose
from either cloth (for an extra
touch of elegance) or vinyl
notchback seats. Each of
which features a fold-down
center armrest. There are
cozy, hip-hugging bucket
seats with a full-length center
console available

And of course, there's
the cut-pile carpeting. Handy,
thoughtful additions like the
door-pull assist straps. Lots of
lighting. Even a coin holder
in the glove box

But that's only the begin-
ning. To make your Regal
even more inviting inside, we
offer available options like
55/45 notchback seats and
6-way power seats. (Driver's
side only on buckets and
55/45.)

To keep things neat and
clean, add available carpet
savers. Handi-mats. A litter bin

You'll also find the avail-
able dome reading light quite
useful. Ditto for the visor
vanity mirrors. And, the man-
ual front passenger seatback
recliner which allows
your companion to relax
even more

Another thing you'll
enjoy about being inside your
new Regal, is how little of the
outside world intrudes
The ride is soft, yet remarkably
stable. Thanks to the
way the suspension is set up
(details on page 24), you
get a reassuring feel of the
road, yet at the same time, you'll
find that you are spared
most of its harshness. You'll
also come to admire Regal's
self-assuredness in the
corners, and the quick
response of the steering

And as for a sense of
quiet, well, you know Buick
We're rather fanatical on
the subject. We apply sound
deadening material liberally
throughout the car. And when —-—

you close the doors and N
get underway, the windows ‘\\\\\\\ \
black rubber, so wind noise \

seal tightly against thick
doesn't join you inside
Join 'y . \\\\\
\

Avallable power windows and door locks

Starting to sound like
a place you could exist quite
comfortably in? You don't
know the half of it. But your
Buick dealer does. He'll be
only too happy to show you
the rest

Cloth or vinyl
notchback seat

Cloth or vinyl 55/45
notchback seats

Regal Interior Trim Availability

notchback seat seats
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Regal Limited interior
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Sophisticated
mechanics.

Sophisticated
amenities.

As we've indicated throughout
the section, Regal in any
form, is one sophisticated car.
Particularly when it comes to
design and engineering

For instance, take the way
the frame and body are put
together. Separately. So the
frame can absorb road noise
and vibration, while the body
Is isolated by thick rubber
mounts

The suspension is radial
tuned, utilizing springs that are
computer selected, special
suspension geometry and a
front stabilizer bar.

Brake lining wear sensors
are incorporated into each
inboard disc brake pad to
emit an audible warning when
replacement is needed

To attempt to reduce
potential corrosion, the front
fender wells are constructed of
corrosion resistant plastic

We also use a High-
Energy Ignition system, com
pletely eliminating the need
for ignition points. And the
battery is a Delco Freedom
Battery. It never needs refilling

There's some sophisti
cated thinking in the area of
serviceability, too. For example
the instrument panel is de
signed so that cluster compo:
nents can be removed and

Available 3.8 litre (231 CID) V-6 Engine

Turbocharged 3.8 litre (231 CID) V-6 Engine

plugged back in from the front

In the area of engines,
sophistication abounds. The
standard offering is a 3.2 litre
(196 CID) V-6 (not available
in California). For those of you
who are unfamiliar with this
configuration, a little back
ground might be helpful. Obvi
ously, a V-6 is lighter and more
compact than an in-line or

straight” six. That's because

the “vee" design allows for
ashorter crankshaftand =
cylinder block

The end product
is an engine with
good horsepower
per cubic inch of dis
placement. And a torque
curve that comes on at rela
tively low speeds. What it
means, in effect, is an engine
with design strengths of a V-8,
but with two less cylinders
to feed

The 3.2 litre version we
spoke about earlier, is basically
just a smaller version of its
now famous 3.8 litre (231 CID)
brother. The 3.8 litre V-6 is
offered as an option, as are a
number of V-8s. (Refer to the

engine availability supplement.)
But when you specify the
Regal Sport Coupe, the Regal
sophistication begins. With
nothing less than a Turbo-
charged 3.8 litre V-6 as stan-
dard equipment. For those of
you who want to know details
of this engine, there's a sec
tion devoted to it in the back
of this catalog. But right
now, we'll give you the

highlights to show
you what a truly remarkable
engine this is

While somewhat unique
to production automobiles
turbocharging is a tried-and-
proven method of gaining
added power from a given
engine displacement. For
over 50 years, it has been

used in a variety of engines
for diesel trucks, boats and
aircraft. However, as we said,
its application in production
automobiles is a relatively
recent development

The turbocharged 3.8 litre
engine is a versatile power-

plant that operates solely

when need dictates
The turbocharger is

designed to harness exhaust
gases just as they leave the
engine. These gases drive a
turbine, (hence the word

turbo") which in turn drives a
compressor that forces an
increased air/fuel charge into
the combustion chambers
As a result, this pressurized
charge of air and fuel delivers
more power per piston stroke
So you get added punch

when you put your foot down
Of course, the turbochar-
ger works only on demand
When additional power is not
needed, the V-6 breathes like
a conventional engine
A nice idea, you must
admit
And while we're still on
the subject of engines, we
must tell you about a new C-4
system (Computer
Controlled Catalytic
Converter) available for
California equipped cars
after November, 1978
It's offered on the non-turbo-
charged 3.8 litre V-6, when
equipped with automatic
transmission
The system uses an elec-
tronically-controlled carburetor
and a special 3-way catalytic
converter to help control
emissions. A sensor in the ex-
haust system analyzes the
fuel mixture burn-rate. Then,
based on the data provided,
the carburetor is electronically
adjusted as closely as pos-
sible to the theoretical
ratio at which all of the fuel
is burned

A great part of what makes a
Buick a Buick, as we've
discussed, is attention to detail
The special little touches
And, we think you'll agree that
the following more than
proves our point

Aside from the standard

niceties, like Full-Flo ventilation,

notchback seats, the rich, sim-
ulated wood-grain instrument
panel applique, the integrated
turn signal, hi-low beam head-
lamp control and such, you'll
be hard pressed to exhaust
our imagination in the area
of available options.

Take the Delco sound  §
systems. You can get an AM

transceiver. A cassette/radio
combination. Even a digital
readout AM-FM stereo that
displays frequency, time, date
and elapsed travel time.
There are power assists
available practically every-
where. For windows. Door
locks. Antenna. Trunk lock

radio. An AM-FM. An AM-FM r

stereo. An AM-FM stereo with
tape. A combination AM-FM
stereo and Citizens Band

Steering Wheels
1 Standard steering wheel
2 Available Sport steering
wheel

release. Seats. Power steering
Power brakes. Even an auto
matic level control that com-
pensates for varying passen-
ger and cargo loads.

For comfort, we offer
not only air conditioning, but
automatic air conditioning,
as well

There's Cruise-Master
speed control. Very handy
for long trips

A fuel usage light to help
you when you drive. Two-
speed windshield wiper with
low-speed delay feature, that
can be set as low as one swipe
every 15 seconds. There's
the electric rear-window
defogger. To help keep you
cool on sunny days, we offer
Soft-Ray tinted glass.

And, for the sun-worship-
pers among you, there's the
silver-tinted Astroroof or elec-
tric metal sunroof to con-
sider. Or the Regal Hatchroof
(Head room is reduced

slightly with these options.)

To dress up your Regal
outside, you might want to get
one of our three vinyl top
treatments. Perhaps a color-
coordinated thin body-side
stripe. Bumper guards. Door
edge guards. And to keep
parking ruffians at bay, there
are color-keyed protective
body-side moldings to match
your vinyl top.

A variety of wheels and
wheel cover options are
available to suit your taste
and personality, too. Theyre
shown here, along with
the steering wheels offered
Shall we go on? Very well

/ How about sport mirrors?
f

* The left one is remote-con-
trolled, and the right one
manually operated or you can
order them both remote-con
trolled, if you like

There are front light mon
itors to consider, too. These
options apprise you of the
operation of your headlights
and turn signals. (As long as
we've directed your attention
to headlamps, you should
know there's a “headlamps
on" indicator available, t00.)

Wheels and Wheel Covers
standard
—available all models

Deluxe wheel covers
Chrome-plated wheels

Custom wire wheel covers —available all models
Designers’ Sport wheels —available all models

Designers' wheel covers

available all models

Turbine wheels —available on Sport Coupe, and included

with Decor Package

with 6-way power seats and
makes for a variety of driving
positions. (The manual pas-
senger seat-back recliner
makes your navigator com-
fortable, as well.)

Consider the trip odom-
eter, too. It's great for keeping
tabs on distances
traveled and
comes in handy for
figuring gas mileage

And for keeping
track of the time, we
offer two choices
An electric dial clock
And a very accurate
quartz-crystal-con-
trolled digital model

The tilt steer-
ing column is
a particularly €@
handy option o =
It allows you to change your
relationship to the wheel up
and down. It works really well

To assist
your read-
ing a map

at night there

is the available dome

reading light
In additic

don't forget

the Designers' Accent paint
options. They come in various
colors, and look very hand-
some with Regal's clean,
classic shape. Your dealer has
the color charts. Do be sure
to peruse them

A truly convenient item is

our lighted visor
vanity mirror with high and
low level lighting

It's like we said. We have a
knack for taking care of details
And people




‘Regal Buyer's Guide.

Available Models

Regal Coupe da7
Sport Coupe KA7
Regal Limited mMa7

Regal Sport Coupe equipment includes: 3.8 litre (231 CID) 4-bbl
turbocharged V-6, automatic transmission, fast-ratio power steering

power brakes, temperature gage and vacuum boost lights, steel-belted,
radial-ply P205/70R-14 tires and Rallye ride-and-handling suspension

Dimensions mm (inches)

Wheolbase 2,745 (108.1)
Tread, front 73 1,486 (58.5)
T 1,467 (57.8)
Length 5,079 (200.0)
width 1,834 (72.2)
Height 1,356 (53.4)

Front Interior:

Head room 962 (37.9)
L.d room ] 1,086 (42.6)
Shoulder room 1,423 (56.0)
Hip room 1,311 (51.6)

Rear Interior:
967 (38.1)
923 (36.3)
1,425 (56.1)
1,394 (54.9)
Trunk capacity, litres (cu. ft.) 462 (16.3)

Powerteams

Regal and Regal Limited
Standard engine: 3.2 litre (196 CID) 2-bbl

Available engines: 3.8 litre (231 CID) 2-bbl
4.9 litre (301 CID) 2-bbl.
4.9 litre (301 CID) 4-bbl
5.0 litre (305 CID) 4-bbi

Standard transmission 3-speed manualt

Available transmission. 4-speed manualt
automatic

Regal Sport Coupe
Standard engine: 3.8 litre (231 CID) 4-bbl. Turbo V-6
Standard transmission automatic

tNot available in California
These Buick Regals are equipped with GM-built engines produced by
various divisions. See your dealer for details.

Standard Equipment Chassis
| Manual ing (Regal
Regal Limi
Engine B Fast-ratio power steering
@ High-Energy Ignition (Sport Coupe
@ Boost lights and temperature @ Manual front disc/rear drum
gage (Sport Coupe) brakes (Regal, Regal Limite

& Delco Freedom Battery @ Power brakes (Sport Coupe)
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® Steel-belted, radial-ply
P195/75R-14 tires (Regal
Regal Limited)
@ Steel-belted, radial-ply
205/70R-14 tires
sport Coupe)
| Coil-spring suspension
front and rear
m Computer-selected chassis
springs
| Full-perimeter frame
® Compact spare tire (stowaway
spare tire with limited-slip
differential)

Comfort and Convenience

| Cloth or vinyl notchback seats
(Regal, Sport Coupe)

| Limited cloth or vinyl 55/45
notchback seat (Regal Limited
| Full-foam seat construction
@ Inertia front back locks
| Wide-view, inside, day/night
mirror

| Right- and left-hand chrome.
outside, rearview mirrors

W Bin-type glove box with coin
holder

@ Windshield wiper system with
single-wil leature for misty
conditions

@ Lights: front ashtray,
under-dash courtesy, front-door:
operated dome, glove box

| Cigarette lighter

@ Combination turn signal and
high/low beam control

Appearance and Protection
B Bumper protective strips
front and rear

@ Inside hood lock release

@ Deluxe wheel covers

Available Equipment

Engine

[ Heavy-duty battery

[0 Heavy-duty engine and
transmission cooling

0J Engine block heater

O High-altitude engine package
(available and recommended for
high-altitude operation)

[ California assembly line
emission testing (required in
California)

[J C-4 System (Computer Con:
trolled Catalytic Converter)
(available in California after
November, 1978)

Chassis

] Power steering (Regal
Regal Limited)

] Power brakes (Regal
Regal Limited)

] Limited-slip differential
0 Automatic level control

] Steel-belted, radial-ply
whitewall P195/75R-14 tires
(Regal, Regal Limited)

Steel-belted, radial-ply
whitewall P205/70R-14 tires

Steel-belted, radial-ply.
wide-oval white billboard lettered
P205/70R-14 tires

Rallye ride-and-handling
package (includes rear stabilizer
bar and fast-ratio power steering,
when power steering is ordered —
standard on Sport Coupe)

Firm ride-and-handling
package (recommended for
trailer towing —includes heavy
duty suspension, springs and
wheels)

Interior
Vinyl bucket seats (Regal
Sport Coupe)
Custom cloth or vinyl 55/45
notchback seats (Regal
Sport Coupe)
Limited cloth or vinyl 55/45
notchback seats (Sport Coupe)
6-way power driver's seat
(55745 or bucket seats required)
Full-Hength operating console
Carpet savers and handi-mats
with carpet inserts

Comfort and Convenience
Air conditioner
Automatic air conditioner
Cruise-Master speed control
Tilt steering column
Headlamps on" indicator
Fuel usage light
Electric dial clock
Quartz-crystal-controlled digital
clock
Front light monitors

] Reclining passenger seatback

manual

Instrument gages

Electric door locks

Power windows

Electric trunk release

Soft-Ray tinted glass

2-speed windshield wiper with
low-speed delay feature

Electric rear-window defogger

Litter pocket

Trip odometer

Visor vanity mirrors (2)

Lighted visor vanity mirror

Convenience group: trunk light
and sunshade map light

Dome reading light

Cornering lights

Remote-control, outside
rearview chrome mirror

Outside, rearview sport mirrors

AM or AM-FM radio

AM-FM stereo radio

AM-FM stereo radio with digital
readout and clock

8-track tape player with AM
radio

8-track tape player with AM-FM
stereo radio

Cassette tape player with
AM-FM stereo radio

CB and AM-FM stereo radio
with Triband power antenna

Rear-seat speakers

Automatic Triband antenna

Automatic power antenna

Appearance and Protection
Two versions of Designers’
Accent paint treatment
] Decor package (Sport Coupe)
Color-coordinated custom
front and rear seat belts and front
shoulder belts
Sport steering wheel
Designers' wheel covers
Custom wire wheel covers
Chrome-plated road
wheels (4)
Designers' Sport wheels (4)
Turbine wheels (4) (included
in Regal Sport Coupe Decor
Package and available on
Sport Coupe)
Sunroof —electric operation*
Astroroof —silver*
Hatch roof
Landau top

e, black, blue, gold or red

body-side stripes

Door-edge guards

Bumper guards —front and
rear

Color-keyed protective body-
side moldings

] Trunk trim covering

*Head room is reduced slightly
with this option

If you understand what it is
to have a family, then you're
going to appreciate what we
have to say about LeSabre.

To begin with, LeSabre
is first, last and always, a car
designed for the family. A
fact made readily apparent by
the amount of passenger
space inside. The amount of
trunk room in the back.

Yet, there's something
else here, foo.

Perhapsit's bestdescribed
as a respect for individuality.
It's the kind of feeling that has
led Buick to create three well-
appointed but distinctly
different offerings, LeSabre,
LeSabre Sport Coupe and
LeSabre Limited.

There's one other, too.
Estate Wagon. But you'll learn
more about that later.

For right now, we just

ant you to settle back
d begin to turn the p
0 if you p
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At Buick, we've never believe
that sportiness is a matter of
e. Sportiness, to us, is
a matter of attitude, a
of adventure and spiritin a car.
The kind of thing that you'll
Sport (

ately by the down-to-busir
flat black trim of the grille,
windows and moldings. And
by the glint of its chrome-
plated wheels

But, as we've already
implied, sportine

5 to do with
ar is engineered

> front and rear
firm springs and
ock valving. Plus f;
ring, and wide,

tires. All the things, in fact, that

give L bre Sport Coupe its
full measure of roadability.

Sportin omething
to do, too, with the way a car
res

2 0

with autom
mission

need it—like on the highway
or passing —but when your
mands are less, you
dvantages of a V-6
You can read up on

demonstrate our point
beaultifully.
Yes. LeSabre Sport

Coupe is a spirited, fun-to-
drive car with a real aptitude
for the road

Yet, all of its dynamic
features have been achieved,
without a reduction in utility.

Indeed, with its roomi-
ness, it c feet of
luggage and sensible

ngineering, LeSabre Sport

Coupe remains every inch
the practical family car you
need, as well
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To really get to know a car, you
have to get inside of it. Touch
it. Sitin it. Admire it for what it
has to offer. And one of the
nicest places we can think to
begin is with LeSabre Limited

With its new elegant
interior, it has the type of legen-
dary Buick comfort that
borders on being sheer bliss
A lot of it has to do with
its cushiony notchback seats.
With full-foam construction,
they positively pamper you,
while giving your back
and legs support

From where you sitas a
driver, it makes things like the
intelligent, well-planned
instrumentation, enjoyable
to operate.

Of course, there's com-
fort and convenience in
all our LeSabre and Estate
Wagon models. Thick, cut-
pile carpeting underfoot
And overhead, a dome light
for visibility when you need it.

In front, comfortably
padded door armrests.

And while we're on the
subject of comfort and con-
venience, let us point out there
are some pretty special items
you can add on your own, too

Choose, for instance,
from eight available Delco
radio sound systems —every-
thing from an AM unit to
an ultra-sophisticated, AM-FM
stereo CB system. Add
available cloth bucket seats
and a new, full-length oper-
ating console to your LeSabre
Coupe or LeSabre Sport
Coupe. Power windows.

Power seats or reclining seat-
backs. A rear-window
defogger for those less-than-
temperate days and nights

Go ahead. Embellish
it with all the features —all the
amenities —you enjoy. ! -

For a more complete } 3 and E“;'-““"W"
list of them, just consult your ey
Buyer’s Guide on page 38
Between everything LeSabre
and Estate Wagon offer on
their own—and everything you
can do with them yourself —
we think you're going to be
delighted with what you find

imerior atie . o0 Rotchback 3-soat Estate Wagon Limited (option)

"
.‘ae"“'" sob!

clotn g

bench seat
|
Cloth or vinyl
[ 55/45 notchback seat
|
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|
|
|
|
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Available Models

LeSabre Coupe

ioSlle Limited Coupe
LeSabre Limited Sedan
LeSabre Sport Coupe

LeSabre Sport Coupe equipment mciudes 3.8 litre (231 CID) 4-bbl
Turbocharged V-6, vacuum boost lights, Rallye ride-and-handling
suspension, fast-ratio power steering, steel-belted, radial-ply GR70-15

chrome-plated road wheel

Standard Equipment

Engine
& High-Energy Ignition
hts and temperature
port Coupe)

Chassis

W Power steering (fast-ratio on
Sport Coupe)

| Power front disc/rear drum
brakes

B Fiberglass-belted, radial-ply
FR78-15 tires (L

Limited)

"

oval blackwall GR70-15 tires
(Sport Coupe
] Sme\ befted, r

W Full-perimeter frame

Comfort and Convenience
| Cloth or vinyl bench seats

ts (E state

Wagon)
oth or vinyl notch

(LeSabre Limited)
# Inertia front tback locks
(Cou )
. Full Yoam t construction
W Windshield wiper lem with
single-wipe feature 101 misty
conditions

dome, front
ashtray, glove compartment
(LeSabre Limited, Sport Coupe)
front-and rear-door operated

38

(4) and Sport steering wheel

dome, front ashtray, glove com
partment, instrument flood
(Estate Wagon)

| Combination turn

signal and high/low

beam control

W Power tailgate win

dow (Estate Wagon)

| Lockable storage

tate Wagon)
| Estate Wagon Limited
Option includes: Unique
end styling, custom

trim, power windows, power
door and tailgat tilt
steering column, custom
seat and shoulder bel
shade map light, quai
cry: »t’x\ d\a\ or digital

ckage, stand up
hood ornament, wood-grain
vinyl applique, wheel
opening moldings, wide ro
panel moldings, front fend
lower molding, window frame
scalp moldings, belt reveal
moldings, !)nmp er guards

air deflect

mirror (left side) and
plated road wheels

Appearance and Protection

W Bumper protective strips

front and rear

W Deluxe wheol covers (LeSabre

m Cl hrom@ plated road wheels (4)
(Sport Coupe)

| "Tailgate ajar” ind or light
(Estate Wagon)

& Load floor carpet

(Estate Wagon)

e e
Available Equipment

Engine
80-amp Delcotron generator
Heavy-duty battery
] Heavy-duty engine and
transmission oling
Engine block heater
High-altitude engine package
(available and recommended for
high-altitude operation)
0 California assembly line
mission testing (required in
California)

Chassis
heel disc brakes

[ Limited-slip differential
01 Automatic level control

] Trailer tow flasher and harness
(5- or 7-wire)

O Fiberglass-belted, radial-ply
whitewall FR78-15 tires
(LeSabre, LeSabre Limited
teel-belted, radial-ply
whitewall FR78-15, GR78-15 or
HR78-15 tires (LeSabre
LeSabre Limited)
Steel-beited, radial-ply, wide-
| whitewall GR70-15 tires
port Coupe
Steel-belted, radial-ply, wide-
| white lettered GR70-15 tires
(LeSabre, LeSabre Limited)
[0 Steel-belted, radialply whitewall
HR78-15 tires (Estate Wagon)

Firm ride-and-handling sus
ion (recommended for
trailer towing —includes
duty suspension, spring
wheel eSabre, LeSabre
Limited, Estate Wagon)

Interior O Electric rear-window defc
uolh m vmyl notchba

55/45 notchback Remote-control, outside.
bre Limited, Sport rearview mirrol
Coupe, Estate Wagon) ] ote-con mirror with
] Cloth front, vinyl rear seats outside thermometer (left side

(Estate Wagon) Outside, re sport mirrors

Cloth bucket seats (LeSabre (left and right remote)

pe, Sport Coupe) 1 AM radio
0O Vinyl third seat (Estate Wagon) AM-FM radio
0 FulHength operating console AM-FM stereo
(LeSabre Coupe, Sport Coupe) AM-FM stereo ra
0] 6-way power seat—driver'sside  digital readout and clock
[ Carpet savers and handi-mats 8-track tape player with
with carpet inserts AM radio
O Trunk trim covering (LeSabre 0 8-tri tape player with AM-FM
LeSabre Limited, Sport Coupe) stereo radio
ssette tape player with
radio

CB and AM-FM stereo radio
with Triband power antenna

Automatic power antenna

Automatic Triband power
antenna

Comfort and Convenience
O Air conditioner
Automatic air conditioner
Cruise-Master speed co
1 Tilt steering column
1 Tilt and telescoping steering
column
] Electric door locks
Remote-control tailgate

Appearance and Protection
s’ Accent paint treat

krk (Estate W ) ment (LeSabre, LeSabre Limited,
Power windows tate Wagon)
Ray tinted glass Color-coordinated custom
Electric trunk release front and rear seat belts

( re, LeSabre unroof —electric operation
Limited, Sport Coupe) (N.A. on Estate Wagon)*
(1 Reclining passenger Astroroof —silver, gold
and/or driver seatback shadow-light, green or rose
electric (N.A. with bench sliding (N.A. on Estate Waqnn )*
S Door-edge guarc
Protective body-side moldings
Front and rear bumper guards
Chrome-plated road wheels (4)
Fuel usage (standard Sport Coupe)
indicator
alert and
eter
Low fuel indicator
Front light monitor:
Door courtesy and warning
lights L 1 wood-grain vinyl
Dome reading light a (Estate Wagon)
Visor vanity mirrors (2 e eterrent s
] Lighted visor vanity mirror (N.A. Estate Wa
Cornering lights Electric fu
Rear ¢ nmnmmwm courtesy (N.A. Estate W

roup: sunshade
ourtesy light, trunk
al-controlled
ar door light
abre Limited,
sunshade map
light, quartz-crystal-controlled
dial clock (Estate Wagon). Sun
shade map light de
dome reading lamp is orduml
Quartz-crystal-controlled digital
clock may be ordered in place
of dial clock *Head room is reduced slightly
3-speed windshield wiper with  with this option
low-speed delay feature N.A.—Not Available

Function in an excitingly different form.
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A chassis design, utllizing  Separate body and frame S d- matorial anti
four-link rear is liberally applied through- measures designed

and independent front sus- to Century's quiet ride. The out, o give the kind of 1o reduce water and dirt
pension with coll springs at  frame helps absorb road interior quiet you'd expect entrapment and funnel
allfour wheels, for noise and The of a Buick.

A Delco Brake lining wear sensors  Front fender wells are
Freedom Battery standard. on each inboard disc brake constructed of corrosion-
pad produce an audible resistant plastic.

Sutoension uses computer-
solocted front

stabiiizer bar, and special Available Models Dimensions mm (inches)

water 1o drain-away areas. s ny

a smooth, quiet ride.

the passengers.

By now, if you've been reading
this section, you know that
there is plenty to appreciate
about each and every one of
our Centurys.

The innovative design
Separate body and frame
construction. Coil-spring
suspension. All the kinds of
things that contribute to a
smooth ride.

squeak when replacement
eoded.

But it doesn't stop there.
Because Century, being a
Buick, is packed with the
touches that make life a bit
more enjoyable. And certainly
easier.

For instance, there are
conveniences like a combi-
nation turn signal and head-
light dimmer. Plus windshield
wipers with single-wipe mist

control. Both of which you can
activate by a mere touch
And convenience items,
like the inside hood lock
release. A Freedom Battery
that never needs refilling
That's right. We said never.
Centurys also harbor a
space and weight-saving
compact spare tire —just
in case. And when it comes

suspo
natod with radial-ply tires.

to Century Wagons, you can
ount among the standard
features a very versatile lift-up
fold-down tailgate and a
rear storage compartment
Options? Well, never let it
be said that Century is shortin
this area, either.
For instance, there's
air conditioning that will help
keep you cool, calm and

Century Special Coupe
Century Special Sedan
Century Special Station Wagon
Century Sport Coupe
Century Sport Wagon
Contury Turbo Coupe
Contury Custom Coupe
Century Custom Sedan
Century Custom Station Wagon
Century Limited Sedan

Special Models or Packages

Century Sport Coupe equipment includes: black painted grille, head-
lamp trim, windshield wipers, window reveal moldings, door lock
pillar applique, wide rocker treatment and deck lid trim, Hawk decal,
Rallye ride-and-handling suspension, fast-ratio power steering (when
power steering is ordered), sport mirrors (2), rear spoiler, steel-belted,
radial-ply P205/70R-14 tires and Designers' Sport wheels(4).
Available in five exterior colors.

T Coupe Package (available on Century Sport Coupe) includes
3.8 litre (231 CID) 4-bbl. Turbocharged V-6, power brakes, automatic
transmission, Sport steering wheel, temperature and vacuum boost
lights, special dual exhaust system, Turbine wheels (4) and “Turbo
Coupe” identification on the deck lid. Available in five exterior colors.

Century Sport Wagon Package (available on Century Special
Wagon) includes: black painted grille, headlamp trim, windshield
wipers, window reveal moldings, center pillars, wide rocker treatment,
wheel opening moldings, air deflector, sport mirrors, Hawk decal,
Rallye ride-and-handling suspension, steel-belted, radial-ply
P205/70R-14 tires and Designers' Sport wheels (4). Available in five
exterior colors

collected —even when the
weather's not. When needed
there's an electric rear-window
defogger. Power windows
are another nice feature. As is
the Cruise Master speed
control —something you'll
definitely want to consider. It's
the kind of thing that goes
very nicely with an available
tilt steering column

We haven't forgotten the
music lovers out there, either.
There are no less than eight
go ahead, count them
eight available Delco radios to
choose from. Everything, from
a basic AM unit to a very
sophisticated, combination
AM-FM stereo CB system, for
all our good buddies out there
Now, how's that for selection?

-

Gomes .17 ¢
2,745 (108.1) 2,745 (108.1)

Wheolbase
Tread, front

Tread, rear

Length

Width

Height

Front Interior:

Head room 2 8
Leg room P

Shoulder room

1,486
1,467

1,834
1,375

Head room
Leg room
Seitia o
Hip room

4,979 (196.0)

(s5.7) 1,450

Sedans Wagons
2,745 (108.1)

1488 (58.5)

1,467 (577.73)

(58.5)
1.8

1,486 (58.5)
1,467 (57.8)
4,979 (196.0)
1834 (722)
1,397

(72.2)
(54.1)

(371.9)
(42.6)

(52.2)
(38.8)
912 (35.9)

AES L)
(54.5) 1,412 (556) 1412 (55.6)

(382) 957
35.1) 965

Trunk capacity, litres (cu. ft.)

Cargo capacity, litres (cu. ft.)

1e.1) ‘"507 (16.1)
2,033 (71.8)

Powerteams

Standard engine:

Coupes and Sedans:
3.2 litre (196 CID) 2-bbl. V-61

litre (231 CID) 2-bbl. V-6

litre (231 CID) 4-bbl. Turbo V-6
4.9 litre (301 CID) 2-bbl. V-
4.9 litre (301 CID) 4-bbi.
5.0 litre (305 CID) 4-bbl.

3-speed manualt

Available transmissions:

4-speed manualt

Station Wagons:
3 (231 CID) 2-bbl. V-6
litre (301 CID) 2-bbl. V-
4.9 litre (301 CID) 4-bbl. V-
5.0 litre (305 CID) 4-bbi. V-
5.7 litre (350 CID) 4-bbl. V-

Automatic

tNot available in Clluomh.ir

These Buick Centurys are equipped with GM-built engines produced by

various divisions. See

And, as long as we're on
the subject of goodies, we
should mention a couple of
other attractive possibilities that
can put a little extra sun-
shine into your life and your
Coupe —in the form of an
electrically operated Astroroof
or sunroof. (Head room is
reduced slightly.) They're the
kind of things you add

our dealer for details.

just for fun’’ And really, that's

reason enough

Well, enough said. What
we suggest you do at this
point, however, is turn to our
Buyer's Guide on page 50
That's where you're going to
find a list of standard features
and options. Dozens and
dozens of them

Happy reading

T e




(entury Buyer’s Guide.

Interior trim availability

Century Special Coupe

Century Special Sedan

Century Custom Coupe

Century Custom Sedan

Century Sport Coupe

Century Turbo Coupe (available option)
Century Limited Sedan
Century Special Station Wagon
Century Custom Station Wagon

Century Sport Wagon
(available option)

*Vinyl only

Limited cloth or vinyl 5§5/45

® | » | Cloth or vinyl
bench seat
Cloth or vinyl
notchback seat
5§5/45 cloth or viny!
notchback seat
Cloth or vinyl
buckets
notchback seat

S A

s* s A
A available $ standard

Standard Equipment

Engine
B High-Energy Ignition
® Delco Freedom Battery

Chassis

W Manual steering

B Manual front disc/rear drum

brakes (except Wagons)

B Power brakes (Wagons)

® Fiberglass-belted, radial-ply

P1 75R-14 tires (except Sport

Coupe and Wagons)

B Fiberglass-belted, radial-ply
195/75R-14 tires (Wagons)

B Steel-belted, radial-ply, wide

oval blackwall P205/70R-14 tires

(Sport Coupe)

m Compact spare tire (Stowaway

with Limited-slip differential)

® Coil-spring suspension

Comfort and Convenience
| Cloth or vinyl bench seats
(Special Coupe/Sedan, Sport
Coupe)

B Vinyl bench seat (Special
Wagon)

| Cloth or vinyl notchback seats

(Custom Coupe/Sedan/Wagon)

B Cloth or vinyl 55/45 notchback
h front, vinyl rear se

available (Custom Wagon

W Load floor carpet (Custom

Wagon)

B Stationary rear door windows

with swing-out rear vent windows

(Sedans, Wagons)

| Wide-view, inside, day/night

mirror

B Windshield wiper system with

single-wipe feature for misty

garette lighter
@ Combination turn signal and
high/low beam control
B Lights: front-door-operated
dome (Special, Sport Coupe)
front- and rear-door-operated
dome, front ashtray, under-dash
courtesy, glove compartment
(Custom, Limited)
| Lift-up fold-down tailgate
(Wagons)
B Rear storage compartments
(Wagons)

A 1ce and Prot

B Bumper protective strips —front
and rear

B Inside hood lock release

® Designers’ Sport wheels (4)
(Sport Coupe)

Available Equipment

Engine

Heavy-duty battery

Heavy-duty engine and
transmission cooling

Engine block heater
1 High-altitude engine package
(available and recommended for
high-altitude operation)
0 California assembly line
emission testing (required in
California)
O C-4 system (Computer
Controlled Catalytic Converter)
(available in California on the 3.8
litre non-turbocharged V-6 after
November, 1978)

Chassis
1 Power steering

Power brakes (standard on
Wagons)

Limited-slip differential with
stowaway spare tire
0 Automatic level control
O Steel-belted, radial-ply
P195/75R-14 tires (N.A. Sport
Coupe)

[ Steel-belted, radial-ply whitewall
P205/70R-14 tires (Sport Coupe)

Steel-belted, radial-ply,
wide-oval white billboard lettered
P205/70R-14 tires

Rallye ride-and-handling
package (includes rear stabilizer
bar, fast-ratio power steering on
Coupes and Sedans when power
steering is ordered, specific
springs and shock absorbers)
(standard on Sport Coupe)

Firm ride-and-handling
package (recommended for
trailer towing —includes heavy
duty suspension, springs and
shock absorbers) (N.A. Sport
Coupe)

[J Trailer tow flasher and harness
(5- or 7-wire)

Interior

Cloth or vinyl notchback seats
(Sport Coupe)

Cloth or vinyl 55/45 notchback
seats (Custom, Sport Coupe)

Cloth or vinyl bucket seats
(Custom, Sport Coupe)

6-way power driver's seat
(bucket or 55/45 seats required)

] Ful-length operating console
(bucket seats required)
rpet savers and handi-mats

Carpet savers and handi-mats

with carpet inserts

Comfort and Convenience
Air conditioner
] Automatic air conditioner
] Cruise-Master speed control
] Tilt steering column
[ "Headlamps on" indicator
01 Fuel usage light

Quartz-crystal-controlled digital
clock
1 Reclining passenger seatbacks
manual
1 Front light monitors
Instrument gages
Electric door locks
] Power windows
] Electric trunk release
] Soft-Ray tinted glass
] 2-speed windshield wiper with
low-speed delay feature
Electric rear-window defogger
1 Dome reading light
Visor vanity mirrors
Lighted visor vanity mirror
Convenience group: trunk light
glove compartment light, ashtray
light, courtesy lights, sunshade
map light, rear door jamb switch
on Sedans (Special Coupe/
Sedan, Sport Coupe); rear
compartment light, sunshade
map light, courtesy lights, glove
compartment, ashtray light, rear
door jamb switch (Special
Wagon); sunshade map light
trunk light (Custom Coupe/
Sedan); sunshade map light, rear
compartment light (Custom
Wagon); sunshade map light
trunk light (Limited Sedan)
Remote-control, outside
rearview mirror

Outside, rearview sport mirrors
(left remote, right manual)
(standard on Sport Coupe)

] Litter pocket
O Electric tailgate lock release
(Wagons)

Lockable storage
compartments (Wagons)

Adjustable roof rack (Wagons)

Rear-window air deflector
(Wagons)

AM radio

] AM-FM radio
1 AM-FM stereo radio

AM-FM stereo radio with digital
readout and clock

8-track tape player with AM
radio

8-track tape player with AM-FM
stereo radio

Cassette tape player with
AM-FM stereo radio

CB and AM-FM stereo radio
with Triband power antenna

] Rear speakers

Automatic power antenna
O Automatic Triband power
antenna

Appearance and Protection
Designers’ Accent paint
treatment (N.A. Sport Coupe)
Color-coordinated custom
front and rear seat belts and front
shoulder belts
Custom steering wheel
(standard on Limited)
Sport steering wheel
[ Protective body-side moldings
) Deluxe wheel covers (except
Sport Coupe)
0 Custom wire wheel covers
(except Sport Coupe)
O Chrome-plated road wheels (4)
Designers' Sport wheels (4)
(standard on Sport Coupe)
1 Designers’ wheel covers
(except Sport Coupe)
Sunroof—electric operation
(Coupes)*
Silver Astroroof (Coupes)*
Long vinyl top (except Wagons)
Bumper guards —front and
rear

*Head room is reduced slightly
with this option
N.A.—Not Available

The Electra.

There are wools, and then
there's Scottish cashmere
There are full-size auto-
mobiles, and then there's
Buick Electra

Its styling, its interiors,
its engineering, its features
make this a very special
automobile

Itis simple. If a high-
quality automobile is critical
to the success of your day,
professionally or emotionally,
Buick Electra deserves
your careful consideration

There are three variations
on the Electra theme this
year. The Electra Park Ave-
nue is the most opulent
and expensive. The Electra
Limited is slightly less so in
both regards. And the Electra
225 is the foundation from
which the others spring. Each
Electra comes in 2- or
4-door configurations, giving
you a total of six models
from which to choose.

Please accept our invita-
tion to learn about them
over the following 9 pages.

i




The Electra
Park Avenue.

Thss & the Buck where you
can crder nearly every
convenance Hem imagnable
and then some. For example
yOU Can uniack your frunk
rom inside your Electra with
o mere push of a bution
And baleve £ or nol, you can
uniock your fuel cap by louch
ng a siméyr bution These
are avadable extras on Elecira
Park Avenue, but they hint
at our phiosophy In bulksng
thig car. RS s0le purpose
5 10 serve you unflaggingly

Standard Blectra Park
Avenue foatures include
ghegantly butioned and tucked
vehol- uphosioned seatng
The front seats are our 50/50
Hyoa with an indvdua
armrest for each sechon In
acroes the front and back
thare 16 an Mmpressve toka!
of seven armvesis. As drver,
YOur sechon of tihe front seat
can be adjusied fore and
At glecincally ACting as in-car
brefcases wo vaivid pockets
a0 sewn inlo the back of
the front ssat. And for nght
ime homework, reading
amps, Smise 10 an &rplane s
emit thin, ntanse shafts of
gt from the cedng Whik on
he outsde. mountad on
oach S, dre ungue new
Coach Lamps. There ane no
bulbs 1o Durn out. since space
age eleciromnescent
panols are used here

The Electra Park Avenue
So well done you may con-
sdar it your exscutive sule on
whesis

"
4



The Electra 225.

The common perception is,
that people buy Electra

because itis an extremely well-

appointed, extremely well-
styled automobile. But there
is another point that deserves
attention. The fact that
Electra is also a well-engi-
neered automobile

A solid state Electronic
Ignition System works off of a
maintenance-free Delco

Freedom Battery to fire
Electra’s V-8 engine to life. The
finely-tuned suspension
system and the ample wheel-
base help in "stepping”

you over road imperfections
and bringing you around
corners with authority. The
four coil springs that are the
keystone of the Electra

ride are selected by a com-
puter to match the differing

weights of individual Electras.
(An Electra with air condi-
tioning, for instance, weighs
more than one without

and, therefore, requires dif-
ferent springs. A technical, but
very important point.) Acous-
tic paneling and sound
absorption materials further
protect you from the annoy-
ances of street noise. The
transmission is automatic

The steering is power assisted
and brings you from curb
to curb in 40.6 feet. The
standard braking system con-
sists of power front discs
and drums in the rear. And the
tires are steel-belted radials
The pointis, that no matter
how impressed you are with
Electra’s looks and luxury.
buying one for its engineering
is also a mighty good reason

The Electra Limiited.

Let's examine Electra Limited's
exterior.

Through the years,
descriptives like formal, sculp-
tured and classic have each
been applied to this auto-
mobile’s styling, and with just
cause. This year, Buick has
taken these pleasing attributes
of the Limited and fine-tuned
them. Notice that the front
fenders square off and visually

serve as bookends, in
framing Electra’s new head-
lamp and grille appearance. In
the rear, the full-width, wrap-
around tail lamps have been
accented by the Buick Electra
crest. And low, along the
side, there's a bright molding
which adds a touch of
elegance to Electra Limited's
profile. It is standard
Naturally, this finely-

tailored Buick can be further
outfitted to suit your wishes
Three different vinyl roof treat-
ments are available, as are
electric glass Astroroofs, and
metal sunroofs, molding pack-
ages and five styles of wheel
‘coverings

What it all comes down to
is, that the Electra Limited is a
top drawer automobile. Worthy
of your consideration




hback seat (1)

55/45 notch!
Cloth 50/50 seats (4

Electra interior trim availability
Electra 225 Coupe

Electra 225 Sedan

Electra Limited Coupe

Electra Limitea Sedan

Electra Park Avenue Coupe s
Electra Park Avenue Sedan s

Cloth or vinyl
notchback seat (1)

S standard A available

Clofl¥or viny! Limited cloth or viny! Park Avenue cloth
5/85 notchback seats (2) 55/45 notchback seats (3) 50/50 seats (4) 57




The Electra equipment and specifications.

The instrument panel of all
Electras serves as your
information and pleasure
center. The gages, indicators,
and controls are large, lighted,
placed in a logical fashion,
and are set in a panel that is
faced with a new simulated
butterfly wood-grained trim

Standard is Electra’s
dual-purpose turn signal
lever. In addition to indicating
which way you are about to
turn, a slight movement of the
lever will notify your fellow
motorists that you are about
to change lanes. And finally,
as in the great cars of Europe,
by lifting the lever towards
you, you change your head-
lamps between high- and
low-beam

New, Delco High-Response
6" x 9" dual-cone, oval
speakers with great perform-
ance specs. The spec that will
catch the eye of sound con-
noisseurs, is the rated
frequency response. It's 55
to 18,000 Hz. That means you
get clearer highs than any
other Delco speaker we offer.
These speakers are for rear
mounting and are included
only with Delco ETR radios
on Electra

Windshield washer and
wipers have come a long way.
Available on Electra, is one
that wipes as slowly as once
every 15 seconds. You adjust
it to the frequency you like.

By pushing a button, you can
spray the windshield with

Available on all Electras are
a tilt steering column or a tiit
and telescoping column

cleaning solution; six quick,
drying sweeps later, the wipers
return automatically to the
frequency for which you had
previously programmed them

The available outside Power
Control rearview mirrors
adjust electrically from inside
the automobile.

Cruise-Master speed
control, that little piece of
wizardry that allows you to
cruise without keeping your
foot pressed to the accelerator,
is available at extra cost on
all Electras

Across the top of the dash
sits a bank of lighted indica-
tors. They tell you if your
high-beams are on, and relay
information about the state

of your engine’s temperature,
oil pressure, generator, seat
belts, and parking brake

Available automatic air condi-
tioning allows you to select the
temperature at which you wish
your car’s interior to remain
during operation. Basic air
conditioning is also available

There are eleven different
Delco sound systems which
can be placed inside your
Electra. AM-FM radio lies at
one end of the spectrum

At the other, is our Delco Elec-
tronically Tuned Stereo
Radio/Tape player and CB.
(Its a marvel and is de-
scribed on the next page.)

A quartz-crystal, vibrating

at just a shade under 2 million
beats per second, activates
Electra’s standard timepiece.
You may specify either a dial
or digital facing

Available Models

I.lmil;d Coupe
Electra Limited Sedan

Electra Park Avenue Coupe

Dimensions mm (inches)

Electra

Tread, front

Coupes Sedans

3,020(118.9) 3,020 (118.9)
g 1,570 (61.8)

Tread, rear

1,570 (61.8)
1,541 (60.7) 1,541 (60.7)

Lonoth
Width

Electra Park Avenue Sedan

Powerteams

Standard engine:

Height

5,640 (222.1) 5‘“07(232.7”

1,960 (77.2) 1,960 (77.2)
1,398 (55.0) 1,421 (55.9)

Front Interior:

Head room
Leg room
room

5.7 litre (350 CID) 4-bbl. V-8

Hip room

6.6 litre (403 CID) 4-bbl. V-8
automatic

These Buick Electras are equipped with GM-built engines produced
by various divisions. See your dealer for details.

Rear Interior:

1,001 (39.4)
1,076 _(42.4)

1,539 (60.6)
1,408 (55.4)

979 (38.5)
1076 (424)

1,538 (60.6)
1,408 (55.4)

Head room

(380) 956 (37.6)

Leg room

(39.2) 1,019 (40.1)

Shoulder room

(58.9) 1,538 (60.6)

s soon
Trunk capacity, litres (cu. ft.)

_(57.6) 1,408 (55.4)
> (20.4) 579 (20.4)

Deluxe wheel cover

Custom wheel cover

0
LI

Custom wire wheel cover

The Electra Trunk is a mam-
moth 20.4 cubic feet. You can
order wall-to-wall carpeting,
and a carpeted cover for the
spare tire. The inside of every
Electra trunk is bathed with
light when opened

—

Power windows, door locks,
and multi-directional front
seats are available on all
Electras. The driver’s side of
the Limited and Park Avenue
front seat can be upgraded
from the standard 2-way
power adjustment to the 6-
way power adjustment. (Also
available on Electra 225.) Or,
you can equip your Electra so
that both sides have 6-way
power. And then, as a bonus,
either side of your front seat
can be equipped with Buick's
new power seatback recliner.

Astroroof is actually three
roofs in one. One, it begins as
a ceiling with a tempered
glass sunlight. Two, at the

push of a button, you electri-
cally retract the glass and the
sky becomes your ceiling
Three, with the glass section
closed, you draw the uphol-
stered sunshade and a well-
tailored headliner slides into
place. Incidentally, a slight
amount of head room is sac-
rificed when this option is
ordered, but then, the whole
sky is gained when it is
opened. Order one of five
colors: silver, gold, green,
rose, or smoked-tinting

Automatic Level Control
is a real performance item. It
simply does what its name

implies. As you fill your Electra

with people and luggage, air
pressure and electronics
automatically lift the body to
the proper design level

New this year, is a lighted

vanity mirror which is mount-

ed on the underside of the
driver's sun visor. In years
past, you've seen these mir-
rors only on the passenger's
side. Now, both of you can

make use of this handy option

Wheels and Wheel Covers for
Electra are illustrated above
The Deluxe wheel cover
shown on the left is standard
on all models except Park
Avenue, where the color-
coordinated wheel cover is
standard. The others can be
ordered as listed on page 60

Light Monitors are a very
practical extra. Putting fiber
optics to work, from thedriver's
seat you are able to check the
operation of your headlamps

(both high- and low-beam),
park and taillamps, and all
four, front and rear turn
signals

Delco Electronic Tuning
Radio. (ETR) This is one of the
most advanced automotive
radios. At its heart, lies a solid
state receiver actuated by

an electronic tuner. Tuning is
smooth, quiet and accurate,
because of something
audiophiles technically refer to
as electronic crystal synthesis.
All you really need to know,

is that this tuning innovation

is found on the more
expensive tuners. This radio
also seeks and scans
automatically. Pushing the
seek button tunes you into the
strongest signal in the area
The scanning button sends the
tuner on a trip down the dial,
stopping at each station
along the way for about two
seconds, so that you can
quickly survey the offerings
from the various stations

in your area

Also, the frequency num-
ber of the station you are
presently listening to, and the
time, are displayed through
the use of Light Emitting
Diodes.

There are four variations
to this amazing apparatus
engineered by Delco. The
AM-FM stereo radio with
digital readout and clock. The
same radio unit with an 8-
track tape player added. The
AM-FM stereo entertainment
radio with a CB radio and
Triband power antenna. And
lastly, an ETR stereo entertain-
ment radio with 8-track tape
player, CB radio and Triband
power antenna

On the following page is the
Electra Buyer's Guide. It lists
most of the standard and
available features on all six
Electra models. We hope that
what you've read and seen
over the previous nine pages
has given you a quick educa-
tion of the exciting, new 1979
Electras. If you would like to
know more, we suggest a
drive, and then a conversation
with your Buick dealer.
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‘Electra Buyer's Guide.

Standard Equipment

Engine
High-Energy Ignition
® Deico Freedom Battery
| Semi-closed cooling system
m Catalytic converter

Chassis
W Power steering

Power front disc/rear drum
brakes
m Steel-belted, radial-ply GR78-15
tires
= Coil-spring suspension —front
and rear
m Computer-selected chassis
springs

Full-perimeter frame
W Forward-mounted steering
gear and linkage

Comfort and Convenience

| Cloth or vinyl notchback seats

(Electra 225)

m Cloth or vinyl 55/45 notchback

seats (Electra Limited)

m Cloth 50/50 seats (Electra Park

Avenue)

W 2-way power seat—driver’s side

(Electra Limited, Park Avenue)

® Custom color-coordinated seat

and shoulder belts (with dual

retractors on Park Avenue)
Full-foam seat construction

W Inertia front seatback locks

(Coupes)

W Windshield wiper system with

single- feature for misty

conditions

m Door courtesy and warning
lights (Park Avenue)
® Lights: front ashtray, courtesy,
glove compartment, instrument
panel flood
W Quartz-crystal-controlied dial
or digital clock (N.A. when elec-
tronic tuning radio is ordered)
® Dome reading light (Limited,
Park Avenue)

Combination turn signal and

/low beam control

B Remote-control, outside,
rearview mirror (left side)

Appearance and Protection
® Bumper protective strips —
front and rear

m Deluxe wheel covers (Electra
225, Electra Limited)

® Custom color-coordinated
wheel covers (Park Avenue)

m Corrosion protection

m Cut-pile carpeting t and
rear

® Custom steering wheel

m Wide rocker appearance
moldings (Electra Limited, Park
Avenue)
e —— T
Available Equipment

Engine

[0 Heavy-duty battery

O Heavy-duty engine and trans-
mission cooling

0 Engine block heater

[J 80-amp Delcotron generator
O High-altitude engine package
(available and recommended for

high-altitude operation)

[ California assembly line
emission testing (required in
California)

Chassis

0 Automatic level control

[ Limited-slip differential

0 Four-note horn

O Stowaway spare tire

[J Steel-belted, radial-ply white-
wall GR78-15 or HR78-15 tires

O Steel-belted, radial-ply, wide
whitewall GR78-15 tires

O Firm ride-and-handling pack-
age (recommended for trailer
towing—includes heavy-duty
suspension, springs and wheeis)
7 Trailer tow flasher and harness
(5- or 7-wire)

Interior
-way power seat
Carpet savers and handi-mats
1 Carpet savers and handi-mats
with carpet inserts
] Trunk trim carpeting

Comfort and Convenience
0 Air conditioner
[J Automatic air conditioner
0 Cruise-Master speed co
[ Tilt steering column
3 Tilt and telescoping steering
column
0 Automatic electric door locks
1 Electric door locks
[J Soft-Ray tinted glass
Electric trunk release
1 Reclining passenger and/or
driver's seatback —electric
[ "Headlamps on" indicator
0 Fuel usage light
[ Speed alert and trip odometer
O Low fuel indicator
O Front and rear light monitors

0 Door courtesy and warning
lights (Electra 225, Electra
Limited)

0 Litter pocket (Electra 225)
0 Lighted visor vanity mirrors

Cornering lights
() Dome reading light
(Electra 225)

3 Sunshade map light (N.A. with

dome reading light, sunroof or

Astroroof) (Electra 225)

O Electric rear-window defogger
3-speed windshield wiper with

low-speed delay feature

Remote-control, outside,
rearview mirror (right side)

Remote-control, outside
rearview mirror with thermometer
(left side)

Electrically remote-controlied
chrome or thermometer (left side
only), outside, rearview mirrors
C1 Outside, rearview sport mirrors
(left and right remote)

AM-FM radio
0] AM-FM stereo radio

] ETR AM-FM stereo radio with
digital readout and clock

1 8-track tape player with AM
radio

-track tape player with AM-FM

ereo radio
[ 8-track tape player and ETR
AM-FM stereo signal-seeking
radio with digital readout and
clock
[ Cassette tape player and
AM-FM stereo radio
[ CB and AM-FM stereo radio
with Triband power antenna
[0 CB and ETR AM-FM signal-
seeking radio with digital clock
and Triband power antenna
[J CB, 8-track tape player and
AM-FM stereo radio with

Triband power antenna
[0 CB, 8-track tape player with
ETR AM-FM stereo signal-seeking
radio with digital clock and
Triband power antenna
0 Automatic power antenna

] Automatic Triband power
antenna (included with CB radio)
0 Single rear speaker

Appearance and Protection
0 Wide rocker, front fender and
rear fender lower appearance
moldings (Electra 225)
O Protective body-side moldings
(front fender and body-side
available in seven colors)
0O Door-edge guards
[0 Bumper guards—front and
rear
Custom wire wheel covers
0 Chrome-plated road wheels (4)
] stom wheel covers (N.A. on
Park Avenue)
ng, heavily padded vinyl top
eavily padded Landau top
(Coupes only)
0 Long vinyl top (Sedans only)
[ Theft-deterrent system
0 Sunroof—electric operation*
O Silver, gold, shadow-light,
green and rose Astroroof—
electric sliding*
[ White, black or gold body-side
stripes
0 Electric fuel cap lock
O Firemist gray, gold or saffron
exterior paint

*Head room is reduced slightly
with this option
N.A.—Not Available

Introduced in 1975, the Buick
Skyhawk was an exciting
new arrival. Five model years
later, we are happy to report,
it still is exciting.

Because as always, Sky-
hawk and the sheer joy of the

Skyhawk.

road are still very much synon-
ymous. It's a car capable of
rekindling the fun you prob-
ably thought had gone the way
of prom nights and pep rallies
Yet, for all the spark and
spontaneity Skyhawk gen

erates, its enthusiasm still
carries with it a timely sense of
function. It's a well-designed
subcompact automobile. And
we hope you enjoy reading
about it as much as you will
owning and driving it




The 1979 Skyhawk brims with
individuality. It maintains a
rakish profile. A new grille and
rectangular headlamps are
setinto a newly designed front
end theme. There's a newly
styled hood. And side-quarter
window louvers. Deluxe wheel
covers and sport mirrors are

standard equipment. So it
looks every bit like what it is
exciting

Want to talk about th
essence of driving? The Sky-
hawk suspension includes
front and rear stabilizer bars
Four-wheel coil springs on a
tight 97-inch whee
instead of avoiding stretc

Skyhawk outside.

of interstate or curvy roads
you may well go looking for
them

A tough, but oh so con-
siderate, 3.8 litre (231 CID)
even-firing V-6 engine supplies
the power. 100th, peppy
performance is standard

Link the engine with one
of three transmissions: a 4
speed manual is standard. A
3-speed automatic is available
As is a 5-speed manual. Fifth
gear operates as an overdrive
Regardless of which trans
mission you select, the shift
lever will be floor-mounted
and encased in a full-length
console. And given Skyhawk's
sporty nature, would you
want it any other way?

This year, Buick has two
special Skyhawk packages
the “Road Hawk" and the

Designers' Accent Edition
Road Hawk" consists

Rallye-ride-and-handling
package and blackwall
BR70-13 tires (white lettered
tires are available). There are
also "Road Hawk" markings,
special silver and gray paint

heme, an exclusive interior
m, front air dam, deck
spoiler and more. A mighty
at package, we think. No
ubt you'll come to the same
avoidable conclusion
For our “Designers
cent Edition" we styled a
yhawk in black and com
ed it with either a red or
ow (your choice) exterior.
awk decal on the hood

rear spoiler and a sporty
sounding exhaust system are
some of the other items
included. It's all another way
to make Skyhawk that much
more the eye-catcher and
head-turner.

So, all that makes
Skyhawk a pretty nifty car. No
doubting that. Ah, but we
haven't exactly banished prac
ticality to the hinterlands
Cars today have to be more
than bon vivants. They have
to make sense

.

Hence, a High-Energy
Ignition System. No ignition
points to replace. A Delco
Freedom Battery that never
needs refilling. And the lively

cerned about being a scrooge

with the gas, as with being
Santa Claus with the perfor
mance. Also, the oil pressure
switch is connected to the fuel
pump, shutting off the fuel
supply if, for any reason
pressure falls below normal
operating limits. All stan
dard. All part of the down-to
earth Skyhawk

And there's Skyhawk “S''
It's a special Skyhawk. While
not equipped with quite as
much standard equipment as
the regular model, it does re-
tain a thoroughly Buick char
acter with an impressive array
of features. Options, of course
can also be specified




‘Skyhawk's interior is just as
important as the outside. After
all, that's where you spend
your time. And that inside has
been designed to keep you
and your passengers enjoying
the road. And the car.

The instrumentation,
switches, dials, and controls
are all within easy reach and
glance of the driver. An easy-
to-read fuel gage and speed-
ometer are set into a simulated

More Skyhawk.

wood-grain instrument panel
A tachometer, voltmeter, fuel
and temperature monitors
and electric clock are avail-
able. And, realizing the metric
age is at hand, the speed-
ometer indicates both kilo
meters- and miles-per-hour.
Full-foam bucket seats
are placed in 2+2 style. The
fronts are high-backed for
added comfort. Vinyl or sporty
Hobnail velour and knit fabric
are used in Skyhawk interiors
Rattan vinyl is standard in
Skyhawk “S'" A full-length

operating console, housing
parking brake and shift lever,
fits snugly between the front
seats. Plush, cut e
peting, great for passenger
bare-footing, and a new
padded Sport steering wheel
complete the compartment
Very cushy, and why not?
You're supposed to enjoy
driving

The hatchback design,
and fold-down rear seat
a standard part of every Sky-
hawk, are handy assets, t00.

It all means easy access to a
lot of cargo space. With the
rear seatdown, 27 .8 cubic feet
is available for skis, lumber,
antiques, and other assorted
cargo. That, ahem, is more
than some full-size cars have
in their trunks.

Now that we've shown
you that Skyhawk is both ex
citing and functional, we'll
show you that it still leaves
plenty of room for “you" to
come through. A quick glance
at the options list tells you
Skyhawk can be as cushy, or
as sporty (or both) as you
want

Select popular power
options. In place of the stand-
ard AM radio by Delco,
choose from an array of avail-
able rad player/stereo
combinations. Touch the
car with available decor, appear
ance and convenience items.

Or, pick the fixed-glass
Astroroof. It's accented by a
brushed-chrome band, stretct
ing across the roof and
down the pillars rearward of

the door. The glass is smoked-

|
|

ble. Out
shine pour
Hey, it's great for clear days,
intry rides, and plain old

miling

You know, we've got to
Skyhawk's a fun car, but
d rather hear you say it

d lace that pleasure with
ne deep down practicality,
4 Skyhawk makes a lot of
1se. If you want both,
yhawk serves in ample

le
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Skylark.

Skylark is Buick's compact
Compact on the outside, but
being a Buick, it's also open,
airy, and roomy on the inside
That's because Skylark's
design incorporates a tall,
generous glass area that dis-
tinguishes Skylark’s “green-
house!' This styling does more
than just add to Skylark's
handsome, sophisticated pro-
file. It's very practical when it
comes to driver visibility.
And very functional when it
comes to front and rear
head room
With all its qualities,
it's obvious that Skylark is very
much a good old American

Buick. You'll know that when
you examine the list of
comfort and convenience
items that are available
Things like Delco sound sys-
tems, that range all the

way from an AM radio-to an
AM-FM stereo/tape player.
Cruise-Master speed control
Rear-window defogger.

Air conditioning. You can even
have all that glass Soft-Ray
tinted. Or just the windshield,
if you prefer. The list of avail-
able equipment goes on

And includes just about every-
thing you need, to make one
of our Skylarks your Skylark
Buick offers six Skylark
models in all. The standard
model comes in three config-
urations. There's the Coupe.
The Sedan. Or the Hatchback
Skylark Custom comes
as either a Coupe or a Sedan
Then there's Skylark 'S, our
budget-priced Coupe. All in
all, a rather remarkable array,.
The 1979 Skylark. It's not
only a wise decision. It's also
a very enjoyable one.

Skylark Sedan.

R T R e R

Skylark Hatchback.

Ll

bk

How comfortable can a
compact be? Very, if it comes
from Buick

The Skylark Custom
Sedan and Coupe come
equipped with a contoured
bench seat of crushed velour
in the front. And a crushed
velour bench seat in the rear.
So, there's plenty of seating
room for people to stretch out
And because the seats em
ploy cushy full-foam construc
tion, they provide plenty of
comfort for you, or your pas-
sengers, on those long trips

The Skylark Custom
comes equipped with other
standard features you'll enjoy.
Outside, Deluxe wheel covers
Stand-up hood ornament
And rocker panel moldings

Inside, the door trim is car
peted, and the front doors
have a map pocket and
reflector. A sun visor vanity
mirror. And plenty of lights
In the engine compartment
In the glove compartment
By the ashtray. In the trunk
Very much, as you can see, a
well-lighted place

Another comforting fact
about Skylark Custom
along with the superb room
and ride, is its standard power
plant. It's an even-firing,
peppy, 3.8 litre (231 CID) V-6
Refer to the engine avail
ability insert

Skylark Custom. Like
we've always said, it's
the Buick of compact cars




Skylark interiors.

The Buick name on a Skylark
carries with it certain features

Like interior space that
doesn't cramp you. Whether
you specify cloth bench,
or bucket seats where avail-
able, you'll enjoy the comfort
and support of full-foam
construction. Armrests, big
enough to really rest your
arms, are standard, front and
rear. As is rich, thick cut-pile
carpeting. If you wish, with
Skylark, you can even order
the door trim carpeted
And have a map pocket and
reflector on the front doors

Buick even looks after
the littie things. Like making
sure all gages and controls
are well marked, and conve-
niently located, to be close
at hand. Gages are recessed
in a flat black panel; and
the speedometer is graduated
in both miles and kilometers-
per-hour. With any Skylark,
you'll appreciate Buick's atten-
tion to detail

Do interiors like these in a
compact surprise you? They
shouldn't. After all, as we said
this one’s a Buick

Skylark interior
trim availability

| Custom cloth or vinyl bench seats (4)

| Cloth or vinyl bench seat (2)

@ | Vinyl bench seat (1)

Skylark Hatchback
Skylark Custom Coupe
Skylark Custom Sedan

S standard A lvnlllblnu¥

i
Skylark vinyl bench interior

Skylark ‘S’ vinyl
bench seat (1)

Skylark cloth or vinyl
bench seat (2)

Skylark vinyl
bucket seats (3)

Skylark custom cloth or
vinyl bench seat (4)

¢

kylark Custom cloth rear seat

Rear window defog

Landau top

Skylark features & options.

The Sport Package. It's
available on the Skylark, and
Skylark Custom Coupes
and Sedans. The package in
cludes black paint accents
on the front grille, around the
headlamps, windshield, back
windows, and on the side
window frames. Four body
colors are offered: silver, dark
gold, yellow, and bright red
Skylarks, equipped with this
package, also receive ER78-14
steel-belted, radial-ply
blackwall tires and a specific
ride-and-handling suspension
with fast-ratio power steering
(when power steering is
ordered). Black Sport mirrors
are also included

For all Skylarks there is an
available Sport steering wheel,
with tilt adjustment, and differ-
ent wheels or wheel covers
There are also available sport
mirrors and a padded landau
top to help complete the
sport image

You can order added
sound insulation in the ceiling
the floor, the dash board —
even inside and under the
doors and between the dash
and fenders

To help keep your Skylark
comfortable you can order
the available air conditioner.
And to help entertain you
there are available Delco
sound systems

Buick knows people like
to have some say in how the
compact they want is put to-
gether. So turn the page, and
find the things you can do to
personalize the Skylark of
your choice




Skylark Buyer's Guide.

Available Models

Skylark 'S’ Coupe
Skylark Coupe
Skylark Hatchback
Skylark Sedan

Skylark Custom Coupe
Skylark Custom Sedan

Sport Package (available on Skylark and Skylark Custom Coupes
and Sedans) includes: black painted window reveal moldings, grille.
headlamp trim, sport mirrors (2), Rallye ride-and handling suspension
fast-ratio power steering (when power steering is ordered), steel-belted
radial-ply blackwall tires. Available with paint codes 15, 51, 63 or 75
Black painted wide rocker treatment and black protective side

moldings also available

Dimensions mm (inches)

Coupes/

Wheelbase

Tread, front 1,501 (59.1)

2819(111.0) 2,819 (111.0)

1,501

(59.1)

1,515 (59.7)

1,515

(59.7)

Length 5,084 (200.2)
width 1,847 (72.7)

5,084 (200.2)

1,847

(72.7)

Height 1,326 (52.2)

1,349

(53.1)

Front Interior:

Head room 970 (38.2)

993

Leg room 1,059 (41.7)

Shoulder room 1,438 (56.6)

1,438

1,089

39.1)

“1.7)
(56.8)

Hip room 1,354 (53.3)

|7.735‘

(53.3)

Rear Interior:

932 (36.7)

846 (33.3)

942

1,405 (55.3)
1,341 (52.8)

404 (14.3)

1,361

374

894 35.2)
1,440 (5

13.2)

Cargo capacity, litres (cu. ft.) 827 (29.2)

Powerteams

Standard engine:

Available engines:

5.7 litre (350 CID) 4-b

Standard transmission: 3-speed manual

Available transmission: automatic

1 Not available in California.

3.8 litre (231 CID) 2-bbl. V-6
5.0 litre (305 CID) 2-bbl. v-81
V-8

These Buick Skylarks are equipped with GM-built engines produced

by various divisions. See your dealer for details.

Standard Equipment Chassis

® Manual steering
B Manual front disc/rear drum

Engine
® High-Energy Ignition
| Delco Freedom Battery arms

brakes

72

B Wide-span, front lower control

W Bias-belted E78-14 tires

m Coil-spring front suspension
with front stabilizer bar

® Multiple-leaf spring rear
suspension

B Separate front frame unit
cushion mounted to unitized body
W Stowaway spare tire (Skylark
Hatchback)

Comfort and Convenience

| Vinyl bench seats (Skylark 'S")
m Cloth or vinyl bench seats
(Skylark)

m Custom cloth or vinyl bench
seats (Skylark Custom)

m Carpeted door trim with map
pocket and reflector (Skylark
Custom)

B Rear-door or rear-quarter
armrests

® Front and rear ashtrays
(Skylark, Skylark Custom)

® Lights: dome (Skylark ‘S
Skylark); front-door-operated
dome, rear load floor

(Skylark Hatchback); front
door-operated dome, under-
dash courtesy, engine compart-
ment, glove compartment,
ashtray, trunk and visor mirrors
(Skylark Custom)

Appearance and Protection
| Deluxe steering wheel

@ Cut-pile carpeting—front and
rear

B Load floor carpeting (Skylark
Hatchback)

| Wheel opening and roof drip
moldings (Skylark, Skylark
Custom)

| Rocker panel moldings
(Skylark Customn)

® Deluxe wheel covers (Skylark
Custom)

Available Equipment

Engine
Engine block heater
Heavy-duty radiator
Heavy-duty cooling
Heavy-duty battery
High-altitude engine package
available and recommended for
high-altitude operation)
California assembly line
emission testing (required in
California)

Chassis
) Power steering
] Power brakes
Limited-slip differential
Dual horns
) Bias-belted whitewall E78-14
tires

Steel-belted, radial-ply blackwall
or whitewall ER78-14 tires

Steel-belted, radial-ply white
billboard lettered FR78-14 tires

Rallye ride-and-handling pack
age (rear stabilizer bar and fast-
ratio power steering, when power
steering is ordered)

Firm ride-and-handling pack
age (recommended for trailer
towing)

Trailer tow flasher and harness
(5-wire)

Interior
Vinyl bucket seats (Skylark)
Full-length operating console
bucket seats and automatic
transmission required)
1 Carpeted door trim with map
pocket and reflectors (Skylark)
Carpet savers and handi-mats

Comfort and Convenience
O Air conditioner
] Cruise-Master speed control
] Tilt steering column
Headlamps on" indicator
O Electric clock
Electric door locks
[ Power windows
Electric trunk release
Soft-Ray tinted glass
Swing-out, rear-quarter vent
windows (Coupes & Hatchbacks)
[0 Acoustic package
[ 2-speed windshield wipers with
low-speed delay feature
O Rear-window defogger
(blower)
[0 Accessory package (day/night
rearview mirror and cigarette
lighter) (Skylark ‘'S")
0 Convenience group: visor
vanity mirror, engine compart
ment light, glove compartment
light, ashtray light, courtesy lights,
rear doorjamb switch on Sedans,
trunk light, except on Haichbacks
(Skylark ‘S. Skylark)
1 Remote-control, outside
rearview mirror
1 Outside, rearview sport mirrors
(left-hand remote, right-hand
manual)
00 AM or AM-FM radio
AM-FM stereo radio
8-track tape player with AM
radio
8-track tape player with AM-FM
radio
Cassette tape player with
AM-FM stereo radio
Rear seat speaker

Appearance and Protection
Designers’ Accent paint
treatment
Sport Coupe and Sport Sedan
Packages
) Front and rear bumper strips
[J Bumper guards —front and
rear
[ Stowaway spare tire (standard
on Hatchback)
Styled wheels (4)
0 Deluxe wheel covers (standard
on Skylark Custom)
Chrome-plated road wheels (4)
1 Custom wire wheel covers
Wide rocker appearance
group
1 Custom door and window
frame moldings
Protective body-side moldings
[0 Rocker panel moldings
(standard on Skylark Custom)
[J Wheel opening and roof drip
moldings (Skylark ‘S")
Sport steering wheel
] Long vinyl top
] Heavily padded Landau top
(Coupes)

1979 Buick model offerings.
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Regal

Century Special Coupe
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LeSabre
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Skylark

Skylark Coupe
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LeSabre Sport Coupe
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Century Custom Sedan
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Skyhawk ‘S' Hatchback Coupe
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Skyhawk Hatchback Coupe




Turbocharging.

An idea whose time
has come.

Rumors of change came
out of the automotive mag-
azinesin 1977."Turbochargers

are they on the way?" asked
one. “Turbocharging is con-
red by many to be the real
re of performance’ said
nother. "...Turbocharger is
a more efficient means of
producing power in an engine
by improved use of thermo-
dynamic energies.." said
a third

What most experts didn't
realize was that turbocharging

Id come to American

senger cars on a practical

oduction basis so soon. And
that Buick, would be the first
American auto manufacturer
to offer turbocharged V-6
engines in their 1978 Regal

LeSabre Sport Coupes

racticality of turbo-

charged passenger cars has
come about only recently, as
a direct result of break-

throughs in electronic technol-
ogy. It's an extremely effective
means of increasing horse-
power, without increasing
engine displacement

What is it?
What does it do?

In its simplest terms,
a turbocharger is a pump.
Using exhaust gases as a
power source, it turns a com-
pressor that forces a pres-
surized fuel and air charge
into the engine’'s combustion
chambers. That develops and
extracts increased horse-
power from the engine. And
since the turbocharger is
powered by exhaust gases,
it operates to recycle energy.
that would otherwise be
wasted

The turbocharger works
on demand' With a turbo-
charged V-6, being driven
under normal conditions,
a normal air/fuel mixture
reaches the cylinders. But
with a situation requiring
extra power —like passing
for example—a press on the
accelerator causes the turbo
to speed up, and the turbo-
charged 3.8 litre (231 CID)
V-6 engine offered by Buick
increases its power. With a
simple lift of the foot,
the turbocharger slows
down again

This is how
it works.

The Concept:

An engine is essentially
a heat machine. The effi-
ciency of the engine deter-
mines how much of the total
heat, generated by the burning
process, is converted into
usable power. With a conven-
tional engine, only a limited
amount of the heat energy is
converted into power. Some
is lost in the cooling system,
while a major share goes out
the tailpipe as hot exhaust

Turbocharging works to
recover some of that exhaust
gas energy, to increase engine
power output. The turbo-
charger consists of an ex-
haust-gas-driven turbine
which is coupled to a com-
pressor in the intake system
When engine speed and load
increase, the exhaust gases
spin the turbine, that in turn
drives the compressor and
forces a denser air/fuel mix-
ture charge into the combus-
tion chambers. This denser
charge, ignited in the conven-
tional manner, delivers more
power per piston stroke, than

a non-turbocharged engine
A turbocharger also
includes a "Turbo Control
Center, " which is an electronic
closed-loop, high-energy
spark control system, that
permits the use of today's
compression ratios with
unleaded fuels. It works to
control spark and provide
good driveability. It auto-
matically compensates for fuel
octane, atmospheric condi-
tions, load, and other driving
conditions, by continually

The Mechanics.

1 Under light throttle oper-
ation, air and fuel are mixed
in normal manner in the car-
buretor, and flow into the
combustion chambers

2 Asengine load and speed
are increased, the intake
mixture is pressurized by the
compressor, to increase or
boost the amount of air/fuel
mixture in the intake system
3 The boosted charge
provides increased cylinder
pressures and a denser
air/fuel charge

4 The boosted charge

is ignited by the spark plug,
and produces more power
per stroke of the piston

than the same V-6, without
turbocharging

monitoring engine detonation
and adjusting the spark

This “Turbo Control
Center" is the key to the turbo-
charging system offered by
Buick. Because, while turbo-
charging has existed for years,
it wasn't until recently that
electronic technology could
develop a control center that
would provide for an on-going
combination of fuel economy
and performance, necessary
to make turbocharging prac-
tical for passenger cars

§ Exhaustgases flow across
the turbine wheel, rotating the
turbine shaft, which powers
the compressor. A boost-
control valve allows excess
exhaust gases to bypass the
turbine when not needed

6 The Turbo Control Center
is an electronic spark control,
which retards the spark
advance when necessary,
usually during boost condi-
tions, thus controlling detona-
tion with unleaded fuels and
providing good driveability.

“Turbo"—Today's key word.

It's the added power avail-
able that makes turbocharging
an exciting innovation for pas-
senger car use

75




1979 Buick safety features.

Occupant protection.

Seat belts with push-button
buckles for all passenger
positions

Two front combination seat
and inertia reel shoulder belts
for driver (with reminder light
and buzzer) and right-hand
front passenger
Energy-absorbing steering
column

Passenger-guard door locks

Safety door latches and
stamped-steel hinges

Folding seatback latches
Energy-absorbing padded
instrument panel and front
seatback tops (including
intermediate seatback tops
on three-seat station

wagons)

Contoured windshield header

A WORD ABOUT
ASSEMBLY, COMPO-
NENTS AND OPTIONAL
EQUIPMENT IN THESE
BUICK PRODUCTS:
The Buicks described
in this brochure are
assembled at facilities
of General Motors
Corporation operated
by Buick or GM
Assembly Division.
These vehicles incor-
porate thousands

Thick laminate windshield
Safety armrests
Safety steering wheel

Glove box and console door
latch impact security

Smooth contoured door and
window regulator handles

Automatic locking rear out-
board seat belt retractors

Pressure-lock radiator cap

High-strength front seat
S and construction

High-strength rear seat

Accident avoidance.

Side marker lights and
reflectors

Parking lamps that illuminate
with headlamps

Backup lights

of different com-

ponents produced by
various divisions of
General Motors and by
various suppliers to
General Motors. From
time to time during the
manufacturing process,
it may be necessary,

in order to meet public
demand for particular
vehicles or equipment,
or to meet federally
mandated emissions,

Four-\
flasher

Lane change
direction signal

Outside rean

hazard warning

Dual master cylinder brake
m with warning light
Starter Safety Switch
on safety hood
front-opening hoods)
Headlamp aiming a
provision
Low-glare instrument panel
top, inside windshield
moldings, wiper arms and
blades, and steering wheel
metallic surfaces
Safety wheel rims

safety, and fuel econo-
my requirements, or for
other reasons, to pro-
duce Buick products
with different compo-
nents or differently
sourced components
than initially scheduled.
All such components
have been approved for
use in Buick products
and will provide the
quality performance
associated with

Uniform shift quadrant
No winged wheel nuts, discs
and caps

Front d
wear ing

rakes with aud

Self-adjusting b
lllumination o
wiper and w
defroster
instrume

Pressure-relief gas cap

Anti-theft.

Anti-theft ignition key
reminder buzzer
Anti-theft steering column
lock

oft key system (one
key for ignition only, other key
for glove compartment, doors,
trunk, and tailgate)

Visible vehicle identification

the Buick name.

With respect to ex-
tra-cost optional equip-
ment, make certain
you specify the type of
equipment you desire
on your vehicle when
ordering it from your
dealer. Some options
may be unavailable
when your car is built.
Your dealer receives
advice regarding cur-
rent availability of op-

P—— e
Buy or lease a Buick

Afterall, lifeis to enjoy.

tions. You may ask
the dealer for this in-
formation. GM also
requests the dealer to
advise you if an
option you ordered is
unavailable. We
suggest you verify
that your car includes
the optional equip-
ment you ordered or,
if there are changes,
that they are
acceptable to you.
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