BMC presents the new AUSTIN 1800

the Issigonis concept with the Pininfarina line




evolutionary design concept

The new Austin is line-bred for safety and comfort. In 1959 the Mini
was a revolutionary concept with drive to the front wheels;
independent suspension all round and space-saving East to West
engine and transmission. Similarly the “1100" of 1963 introduced
interconnected ‘Hydrolastic’ suspension.

The Austin 1800 inherits all these features and to them adds a
90 m.p.h. top speed, ample width for 5 passengers in the strongest
and stiffest structure ever built into a production car.

features of the new AUSTIN 1800

The 1800 c.c. four cylinder engine with 5 bearing crankshaft is placed
transversely in the nose of the car. The transmission is below the
crankshaft and drives the front wheels, ensuring maximum stability
and safety with full traction on slippery surfaces. A new 4-speed
all-synchromesh gearbox ensures smooth changes at all speeds.
In the centre, from the pedals to the rear seat squab the Austin

1800 has exceptional lounge room; the equal of cars costing five
times as much. Yet from bumper to bumper the car measures
only 165 ins. which simplifies parking, reduces anxiety in traffic and
ensures low car ferry fares. At the rear, the absence of a con-
ventional rear axle makes possible a 17 cu. ft. luggage locker on
such a short car.




look what space is like when it’s put inside a carf

The seat facings of the Austin 1800 De Luxe
Saloon are trimmed In real English leather.




stowage spaceonthenew AUSTIN 1800

The full-width tray below the fascia panel can carry umbrellas, cameras, cigarettes,
lighters and capacious handbags.

Open pockets in the doors readily swallow guide books, maps, gloves, fruit, mineral
waters and a host of other small items that might otherwise have to be made up into
parcels or left loose to litter the floor or seats.

The Austin 1800 is without equal in the matter of accessible yet
neat stowage space for the many personal effects which the owner,
whose car is part of his life, likes to carry with him. This reflects the
fact that Austin engineers are themselves car users in the widest
sense of the word, and the cars they design are therefore as sensible
in layout as they are advanced in concept.

The luggage boot has 17 cu. ft. with no intrusion from the spare wheel or fuel tank
(which are below the flat floor) or from a rear axle, because, with independent rear
suspension and front drive, this does not exist. The low height of the floor makes
loading especially easy.

New lighting features include a headlamp flasher lever on the steering column for
daylight signalling. At the rear, anti-glare stop-lamps glow bright by day, but are
dimmed at night. Additional direction flashers are mounted on the side of the front
wings for greater traffic safety.

SEE THE FULL RANGE OF B.M.C. ACCESSORIES

Your Austin Dealer will be pleased to give full details
of approved accessories which can be fitted to your
car. Below is a list specially selected for use with the

Austin 1800.

Antl-mist pancls

Auxiliary lamps Roof racks

Battery charger Rubber mats

Bonnet lock Seat belts

Cigarette lighter
st trim

Reversing lamps

avel rugs
Wing mirrors
Radiator muff

There are 51 sq. ft. between the rear window and the step formed by the rear seat
squab. This flat space is ideal for rugs, tissues, hats and similar objects such as shooting
sticks that may be needed only at the start or end of a journey.




why we did the 1800

I am proud that in 1964 my team has been able to round off the front drive ‘family’ with the Austin 1800 which benefits from all the
knowledge and experience accumulated over the past years. We retain the East to West layout with a new five bearing engine
which once again drives down to four gears, transmitting power to the front wheels.

The independently sprung wheels are placed as near as possible at the four corners of the car. This contributes to accurate
steering control and high standards of road holding

As pioneers of bold projects in the past few years we have been most grateful for the support that we have received from all kinds
of people all over the world.  This new design consolidates our position in this field. We believe that this new car will set new
standards for performance, economy, longevity and comfortable travel for up to five people, with their luggage and personal effects.
Planned obsolescence is foreign to Austin thinking where

engineering for economic long life is, and always has been, a first

principle. Many of Lord Austin's cars are still giving useful service

with thirty years life behind them. Ten years from now the new

Austin 1800 will still have an up-to-date engineering specification.

Mr. Alec Issigonis (left) with Mr. \
Charles Griffin, Chief Engineer, BMC / :
Passenger Cars, beside one of the first / Original Austin 1800 drawings from the
Austin 1800 Saloons to be completed. ) hstchbookiof Alks Tsigonts,




why does the AUSTIN 1800 handle so well ?

specialradial
ply

Control of the car begins at the
tyre, so tyre and car should be
treated as one design study if
maximum safety flowing from
optimum road adhesion is to be
coupled with quiet running res-
ponse. Dunlop have, In fact,
worked with B.M.C. Engineering
from the beginning of the Austin
1800 project, and the tyres that
they have developed play a
significant part in giving this
medium-weight car the agility
and cornering power hitherto
obtainable only on small, light
cars.

braking

co"’rol On the Austin 1800 special means are taken to aveid locking
Good steering and sensitivity maintained over the rear whcc‘ls when an emergency is encountered. '|:hc
the years, depends on the mechanical robustness new Girling ‘G’ valve proportions the braking effect bct{wgcn
of the steering gear. In these respects the rack the front and rear wheels in accordance with the swiftness
and pinion steering used on the Austin 1800 of the stop.
is unchallenged. It is straightforwardly simple,
has very low loadings and a minimum of joints.

On the Austin 1800 the five-bearing crankshaft gives
exceptional smooth running to the engine, the powe
reactions of which are contained by a 3-point rubbe
mounting.

Engine vibrations are insulated from the body by a g
lever rubber-mounted on the floor and jeined to the
transmission by flexible cables.

The combination of such meticulous attention to detail
gives the car exceptional refinement.




the panoramic
view of the
road is yours




BODY...the famoushydrolastic suspension and now the new
5 bearing B.M.C 1800 engine

the new AUSTIN 1800

The new Austin 1800 has the stiffest structure ever built into a production car—double
the normal, which means freedom from shake over rough roads and added length of
life to door locks, hinges and a host of small parts. Plus perhaps a vital contribution
to safety in the rare case of accident.

The East West engine and transmission with front drive, and the inward facing Moulton
‘Hydrolastic’ suspension units at the front, leave the entire length of the car behind
the front wheels free from obstruction and available for passenger accommodation.
The rear suspension elements are connected to the front by small diameter pipes on
each side, giving a safe, comfortable ride under all conditions of driving.




specification
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