


AN OPEN SPORTS CAR
FOR THE CONNOISSEUR

An open sports car for the connoisseur Alfa Romeo presents the new RZ roadste
T'he fruit of cooperation between Alfa

Romeo a

s U
2. An innovative concept
3.

Styling: refinement and exclusiveness two-seater

The exterior the SZ ) B > for a limited public

The interior bered examples will be pro
duced) of real enthusiasts, lovers of open-air

Structure, materials, technologies driving who are looking for an extremely

Bodyshell and body

personal car with particularly advanced charac
Roof

teristics
The focus on aerodynamics Drawing on its acknowledged, top rank-
i ing tradition in the field of convertible sports
Technical features cars, Alfa Romeo has developed this sophist
Engine cated model, reproducing the advanced tech-
Transmission nical ideas already introduced on the success-
Suspension ful SZ coupe, designed to offer the expert
Wheels and tyres driver a «closer » relationship with the road, in
Specifications and performance the utmost safety even in diffic ult situations
The project was developed in a context of
Alfa and Zagato: a successful partncrship outstanding industrial craftsmanship, based on
reciprocal cooperation between the manufac
turer and a leading bodywork specialist, a

he course o

partnership consolidated in t
seventy vears, that has produced many
most admired Alfa Romeo sports cars of
past

At full steam about four examples of the
RZ, which will be available on the major
international markets, will be built |

Delivery of the first 25 is set for N¢




AN INNOVATIVE CONCEPT

The Alfa Romeo RZ is a sports convertible
with an unmistakable personality. Not only in
stylistic terms, but also the basic concepts and
the very particular, in some cases anti-tradi-
tional technological formulae adopted, which
were included from the initial conception of
the car

The project set out not only to emphasise
performance and driving safety in full, but also
to define constructive techniques designed
specifically for a small production run at the
highest quality standards, worthy of a car
destined to a small, very select public

The most striking features of the RZ, many of
which were borrowed from the SZ sport
coupe whose "J('HR‘I'J\ structure it shares, in
clude

e the line of the body, which is sleek and

essive, extremely aerodynamic, and main-
tains its stylistic effectiveness even with the

roof up

® the outstanding level of active

passive safety, which are respectively the result

of the fact that the car is always well unde
control even at hi

sive measures taken to

ensuring absolute rigidity even with the roof

down;




e the specific measures adopted to
I I

!

ransmission, set up v

I al centre of gravitv (transax

achieve a
riation devices inte
grated in the suspension) and designed
emphasise the car’s grip on the road even in
the presence of strong lateral acceleration

o the particular shape of the lower part of

the body, which enhances aerodynamic effi

t

ciency, and anchors the car to the ground

contrast the car’s natural lift at high speeds;

® the refined interior design hlighted

by the upholstery (black or red leather
according to the body colour), and the central
console that extends the entire length of the
mnterior compartment;

e the user-friendly mechanism to lower
and lock the roof, which is activated rapidly
with no effort, and the special com

1NLO whic h H‘\‘ roof fits when remc wed

® the superb performance —a top speed
acceleration from 0 to 100 km/t
ensured by a generous six

of 230 km/t
in 7.5 seconds flat
cylinder, three litre engine delivering 210 bl
DIN;

use of synthetic materials and
advanced technologies in the construction o

the bodvwork




STYLING: REFINEMENT
AND EXCLUSIVENESS

The exterior

Externally the new Alfa Romeo roadster
differs from the fast SZ coupe for the soft hood
that replaces the hard roof panel, and a

umber of details, such as:

o the new design of the bonnet, without a
grille and with the rear edge raised towards
the windscreen to protect the windscreen
wipers when these are not in use

o the different shape of the front bumper,
30 millimetres more ground clearance, with a

gle air intake;

® new design of the lateral rail covers
(side skirts);

e the rounded profile of the side win-
dows which continues the line of the roof

The spare wheel is lodged at the rear of
the car, behind the roof compartment

The bodywork of the RZ is offered in a

choice of three colours: black, red and vellow




The interior

Several features in the interior also distin-
guish the RZ from the SZ; for example

. Ihk‘ istrumentation 1s set into the
anthracite grey dashboard, against a white
background;

e the central console, lined in a shiny
synthetic material, extends for the entire
length of the passenger compartment, starting
from the facia and meeting up with the roof
compartment in the rear end of the car; it
houses the loudspeakers of the hi-fi system;

e the upholstery is in leather: black to

match the red or vellow body, red for the black

body

The number of each car in this limited
series is shown on a silver badge on the facia

A pushbutton on the facia releases the
hatch protecting the roof compartment

There is a capacious luggage area behind

the two front seats




STRUCTURE,
MATERIALS, TECHNOLOGIES

Bodyshell and body

Like the SZ coupe, the structure of the
new Alfa Romeo roadster consists of a steel
frame with an outstanding degree of flexional
and torsional rigidity, to which the bodywork
built in a special composite material is bonded

The structure was stiffened significantly
for the RZ by measures to strengthen specific
elements of the frame including the side
members. The windscreen pillars were strength-
ened, so that they could act as a roll-bar

[ [‘.k"\' various measures meant an in-
crease of about 100 kg in the car’s weight

The body, which itself helps to increase
the car’s rigidity, is built in metacrylic thermo-
setting « Modar » resin, reinforced with fibreg-

lass

Use of these materials

e produces a structure that is low in
weight but very strong, as the thickness can be
varied to match the stress individual parts are

subjected to;

e ensures an excellent surface finish
unassailable by atmospheric agents;

® guarantees an optimal base for the
;'AHH!




T'he resin is injected at low pressure into a
die in which a preformed fibreglass « mat-
tress » has been inserted. This process com
bines top quality results, that can only be
achieved with artisan methods, with advan-
tages of cost and manufacturing rhythms in
line with the demands of the assembly line
even in small numbers

I'he underbody and boxed parts of the RZ

are treated with anti-corrosive products

Roof

The shape was decided to meet the dic-
tates of styling and functionality
In consideration of the very sporty nature

of the new Alfa Romeo roadster, and to ensure

opening and closing procedures were rapid

and precise, an unlined hood with externa
ribbing was chosen

The very close-woven canvas of which it is
made is perfectly waterproof, and the folding
frame is shaped to maintain the hood taut, thus
("IH]H‘LHH 1€ aerodvnamic noise

The system to unhook the hood from the
pillars is protected by a safety system, so that it
can only be activated when the key is in the

ignition




THE FOCUS
ON AERODYNAMICS

Recourse to both traditional wind tunnel
tests and computerised aerodynamic methods

enabled designers to acl > not only

coefficient that is particularly good

0.30 with the roof closed) for a car
than 4 metres long with minimum oy
but also low negative lift values

This acl
specific design of the lower part of the body
plays an extremely important part in assuring
that the car is perfectly manageable even at
high speeds

The fact that the thrust centre lies behind
the centre of ty also means that the RZ is

unaffected by side winds




TECHNICAL FEATURES

Engine

The RZ is powered by the well-known
2959 cc 60° V6 Alfa Romeo engine, positioned
longitudinally at the front

The maximum power output, delivered at
6200 rpm, is 210 bhp DIN (152 kW-EEC), and
the peak torque of 25 mkg DIN (245 Nm-EEC)
is reached at 4500 rpm

Transmission

For optimal distribution of the loads over
the two axles, the RZ adopts the transaxle
layout, with clutch and gearbox integrated in
the rear axle, and drive to the rear wheels

The kerb weight of 1,380 kg is split 56% to
the front axle and 44% to the rear axle.

Suspension

Of independent wheel type at the front, it
fits transverse wishbones with an anti-roll bar
At the rear the RZ has a De Dion axle, with
converging struts and Watt parallelogram

All suspension joints fit « uniball » coupl-

ings, which guarantee excellent precision in

wheel wobble, and absolutely constant adjust-
ment




In normal conditions the RZ has a ground
clearance of just 6 centimetres, due to the low
centre of gravity and the optimised aero
dynamic features. This was made possible by
the adoption of special hydraulic height varia-
tion devices, integrated with the suspension
dampers; these can be activated directly from
the driver’s seat when it is necessary to tem-
porarily lift the car to overcome particular
obstacles (for example, when tackling a very
steep ramp)

Wheels and tyres

The new Alfa Romeo roadster adopts light
alloy modular wheels, with 7] X 16" rims at the
front and 8] X 16" rims at the rear

The tyres (205/55 ZR 16 at the front and

225/50 ZR 16 at the rear) are of the Zero type
specially designed by Pirelli for the Alfa Romeo
SZ and RZ; the particular design of tread

significantly enhances roadholding even in the
presence of strong lateral acceleration




SPECIFICATIONS AND PERFORMANCE
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ALFA AND ZAGATO:
A SUCCESSFUL PARTNERSHIP

The RZ is the latest chapter in a long,
intense partnership between Alfa Romeo and
Carrozzeria Zagato, which has produced some
of the most famous and most popular sports
cars with the Alfa Romeo trademark

The first fruits of the partnership were a
sports car on the RL chassis and an open sports
car with RLSS mechanicals, built in 1925 in the
Milan body shop founded in 1919 by Ugo
Zagato

The new series of open racing cars, built
between 1928 and 1931 primarily to take part
in the early editions of the Mille Miglia, on 6¢
1500, 6C 1750 and 8C 2300 chassis, already
boasted the characteristics that were to distin-
guish the Alfa Romeos adapted by Zagato, in
which a strong sporty vocation was combined
(and is still combined today) with a lightness
of form and structure and a striking stylistic
personality

Asecond period of intense, fruitful coop-
eration with Alfa Romeo began immediately
after the second World War, first with Zagato's
involvement in the design of the single-seater
Grand Prix type 159 in 1951, and the following
vear (1952) with the appearance of the 1900
SSZ (Super Spint Zagato) racing hatchback




The birth of the Giulietta in 1956 sj
eries of attractive adaptations of the new
M "\il,\ n even more \}“l yrty outfits. This stimu
lating period brought the SVZ of 1958, undis-
puted protagonist of GT class racing, and the
SZ of 1960, with its unmistakable, non-confor
mist cut-off tail, which brought a significant
quality leap in aerodynamic terms
The same stylistic theme was to be repeat
ed in the first Giulia by Zagato, the TZ of 1963
followed two years later by the smooth-flo-
wing, much admired TZ2
The popular Junior Z was also the work of
the Zagato stylists, and several versions were
produced, starting in 1968, powered by diffe
rent Alfa engines.
Another chapter in the history of coopera-
tion between Alfa Romeo and the Terrazzano
bodywork specialists regards two stimulating

prototypes developed in the Eighties by Zagato
the Zeta 6 coupe on the Sprint 6V 2.5

Design
floorpan, and the compact Tempo Libero sta
tion wagon based on the 33, presented at the
Geneva Motor Shows in 1983 and 1984 respec-
tively. And the most recent fruits of the partner-
ship were the fast SZ sports coupe in 1990, and

now the new RZ roadster
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